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Abstract

Objectives: Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as emerging phenomena in
response to the inefficiency of the private and public sectors and the
requirements of the development discourse in the second half of the 20th
century, have expanded and today, they play an undeniable role in participatory
development and democracy as one of the most important actors of civil society.
In this context, this article aims to study the non-governmental organizations in
Marivan through the statements have published by these organizations during
the last decade. The theoretical statement of the subject is formulated by
referring to the theories of civil society, social capital, and the theory of new
social movements. Methods: this study has been carried out in a documentary
way using the content analysis technique. The unit of analysis consists of the
statements published by several NGOs in Marivan between 2012 and 2021
Results: According to the findings, most of the statements were published
collectively and jointly, and the environmental, scientific, social, and cultural
NGOs had the highest contribution in it. "Environment", "women" and "civil
society" are the topics that have the most importance and priority for NGOs. The
tone of the statements shows a demanding (critical) position from government
institutions and playing an enlightened role towards society. Another important
result of this article is the predominance of identity politics and in other words
the politicization of NGOs affected by Kurdish identity. Conclusion: It can be
argued that Marivan's NGOs have been able to fulfill the roles and functions
expected from civil society organizations properly.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The growth and expansion of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in the
current era is a reflection of the
preference of the community-oriented
paradigm over the government-oriented
and market-oriented model in advancing
the development discourse. (Naderi
Khorshidi et al, 2010: 92). As emerging and
independent institutions of modern
society, non-governmental organizations
have multiple functions: according to the
theory of Tocqueville (2004) and
Habermas (2013), they strengthen the
spirit of democracy and help a more
rational society by controlling the power
of government and forcing it to respond
and defend the life of the world. in
Inglehart's interpretation (1990), they can
be an institutional tool to reach
transcendental values, and as reflected in
the theory of Touraine (1981) and Castells
(1999), by challenging the processes of
identification, NGOs redefine the meaning
and identity; and finally, according to
Putnam's theory (1993) by strengthening
social capital they can realize the return to
the real community in the era of mass
society.

Today, in most countries of the world,
non-governmental organizations have
quickly become a social force and an
inseparable part of contemporary social
life. In the meantime, Marivan City in
Kurdistan Province has a special place in
terms of the diversity and abundance of
NGOs and the range of their activities.
Institutions that have grown and
expanded gradually and with the
pioneering of cultural and literary activists
in a completely spontaneous manner in
recent decades have now become a part of
the social identity of this city. An
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important part of the positions and actions
of Marivan NGOs are reflected in the
"statements" that they  published
individually or jointly during the last
decade (2012-2021) and on different
occasions. In this framework, the present
article, while analyzing the content of
"statements" as a reflection of the identity,
positions and performance of the NGO,
has evaluated the issue of how and with
what quality the "statements" reflect social
demands and demands and as Mediation
institution, how can the relationship of
these associations with government
institutions and citizens be described and
interpreted, and to what extent have they
been able to fulfill the roles and functions
expected from civil society institutions?

2. Methods

From the methodological point of view,
the current research used the "content
analysis" technique. The "unit of analysis"
in this article was the “"statements"
published by several NGOs in Marivan
individually or jointly in the last decade
(2012-2021). 16 NGOs participated in the
publication of statements in the
mentioned period, and a total of 31
statements were published on different
occasions, which were analyzed in total
number and in both quantitative and
qualitative methods and wusing the
inductive approach. By using the inductive
method, first, the data were summarized
and described in terms of the topics and
general features of the text, and then the
general categories were extracted
according to the data and partial
observations. The text of the statements
has been analyzed by extracting and
coding the registration wunits. By
regrouping registration units, "categories”
were created.
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3. Results

According to the findings, most of the
statements, i.e., almost 80% of them, were
published collectively and jointly, and the
environmental, scientific, social, and
cultural NGOs had the highest
contribution. "Environment', "Women"
and "Civil Society" are the topics that have
the most importance and priority for
NGOs. Taking a stance towards the social
issues in Marivan (including pre-modern
culture and political participation, illegal
construction, and violence against
Kolbars), the health crisis in the COVID-19
era, the mother tongue issue, sympathy for
the pains and sufferings of Kurds outside
Iran, and the formation of charity
campaigns were the other social issues
reflected in the statement of Marivan
NGOs. The tone of the statements shows a
demanding (critical) stance against
government institutions and playing an
enlightened role towards society. Identity
politics, in other words, the politicization
of NGOs affected by Kurdish identity, is
one of the other important results of this
article.

4. Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be argued that
despite the plurality and diversity of the
activities of the NGOs, their unity and
empathy reflect their convergence with
the true identity of civil society
organizations. The concern of NGOs
towards issues such as environment,
women, civil society, social issues, health,
and the issue of mother tongue is in line
with the theoretical demands of Inglehart
(1990) and Habermas (2013) who consider
the tendency towards transcendental
values and quality of life the main goal of
the new movements and  civil

organizations. In their statements,
Marivan's NGOs have addressed both the
governing institutions and the society
(citizens): adopting a demanding and
critical stance against the government;
and awareness and enlightenment
towards the society. These results support
Tocqueville's approach (2004) and also
Putnam's theory (1993) about the function
of civil associations and non-
governmental  organizations. =~ While
Tocqueville looked at civil associations as
an independent eye of the society and a
tool to control the power of the
government and its accountability, and
Putnam considers them as productive and
foundational for social development.
NGO's tendency toward identity politics is
consistent with the idea of people like
Touraine and Castells about the
emergence and activity of new social
movements and civil organizations in
contemporary society. Representation of
identity may be the result of the
marginalization of Kurdish identity in the
dominant discourse, which the NGOs
define as a possibility and a tool to resist
this discursive dominance

It can be argued that in the context of
existing conditions, Marivan's NGOs have
been able to fulfill the roles and functions
expected from civil society organizations
properly, and their presence is associated
with multiple positive functions and
effects. These results logically mean the
creation of suitable fields and more
possibilities for the quantitative and
qualitative  development of NGOs'
activities and efforts to eliminate and
reduce the conditions that may fuel
identity politics and uncivil tendencies.
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