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Objectives: The task of the sociology of religion is to know the various ways of using
religion that people use. Therefore, religiosity is the benefit and application of
religion in the context of people's daily lives, which has found various forms
according to their economic and social situation. The purpose of the current
research is to investigate the state of religiosity of the new middle class. Methods:
This research has been conducted with a qualitative approach and grounded theory
method. The participants in this research are religious activists of the new middle
class in Shahrekord, who were selected through purposeful sampling. The data was
collected through semi-structured interviews with sixteen people in this class. In
order to analyze the data, open, axial, and selective coding methods were used, and
Guba and Lincoln’s criteria were used to ensure validity and reliability. Results: The
resultes show nineteen selected categories in the form of a paradigmatic model
with a main category (secularization of religious activism of the new middle class),
causal conditions (modernism, rationalism, scientism, individualism, and
materialism), background conditions (non-mandatory religious socialization),
intervention conditions (high socioeconomic status), strategies (rational religiosity,
modern religiosity, ethical religiosity, selective religiosity, and secular religiosity),
and consequences (decrease the role of religion in daily life, worldly attitude
towards religion, self-diagnosis in religious matters, religious tolerance,
desacralization, and tendency towards new spiritualities) are organized.
Keywords: Conclusion: The results show that although the religiosity of the new middle class
Religiosity, New middle | hag taken different forms and distances from its traditional form, religious elements
class, Grounded theory, | have not yet disappeared from the collective mentality of this class and are
Secularization accompanying it.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The religious behaviors of people
belonging to the middle class in
Shahrekord can be seen in two general
parts: the first part is the traditional
middle class which constitutes a large
population of the middle class in this city
and tries to behave in what is approved by
the official custodians of religion. The
second part is the new middle class, which
considers the logic of "self" to be dominant
in performing religious behaviors and pays
less attention to the fatwas of official
custodians of religion. Although in this
city, the new middle class occupies a
smaller proportion of the middle-class
population than the traditional middle
class, this "self-reference" can be the basis
for the emergence of pseudo-religious
tendencies such as spiritualism or to
provide the desire for branching sects
from religion such as Sufism, that the
spread of such sects with their sometimes
anti-cohesion tendencies can harm the
social solidarity of the society. On the
other hand, with the increasing distance
between the new middle class and the
traditional patterns of religion, new
narratives and forms of religiosity are
being followed and promoted, which in
many ways are different from the
traditional type of religiosity and the
beliefs and interpretations of the trustees
and institutions of the official religion. This
evidence does not indicate very favorable
signs, because it may turn religion into one
of the factors of conflict and tension
instead of being a cohesive social mortar.
Based on this, the fundamental question of
this research is “What is the state of
religiosity of the new middle class in
Shahrekord? What conditions and
contexts affect the religiosity of this class?
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What strategies do the religious activists
of this class adopt in their religiosity?
What are the consequences of these
strategies for them?”

2. Methods

The current research, in terms of
approach, is part of qualitative research,
and in terms of method is based on
grounded theory. In this research, the
systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin
has been used for grounded theory. The
study population of this research is all
religious activists of the new middle class
in Shahrekord, which was selected
through  purposeful sampling and
continued until reaching theoretical
saturation. Based on this, an interview was
conducted with 16 people who firstly had
the conventional features of the new
middle class; Secondly, they were Muslims
as well as Shiites and thirdly, they had a
desire to talk about their religious beliefs,
feelings, and behaviors. The tool of data
collection is semi-structured interviews
and the process of analyzing the data
obtained from the text of the interviews.
Due to its importance in the grounded
theory approach, data collection and
coding in three stages were done
simultaneously: open coding, axial coding,
and selective coding. Guba and Lincoln’s
method has been used to ensure the
validity and reliability of data.

3. Results

The main category in this research,
according to the usual procedure in the
grounded theory strategy, has been
summarized under the three conditions of
causality, intervention, and context. The
causal conditions of this research are
"modernism", "rationalism", "scientism",
"individualism" and "materialism". Based
on the analysis of the findings of this
research, the mentioned -categories
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directly influence the religious activism of
the new middle class. Other categories
such as "high occupational status",
"additional education", ‘"relative well-
being", and "high wurbanization" were
considered as intervening conditions,
which according to the definition of
Strauss and Corbin, have the ability to
facilitate or limit the strategies of activists.
On the other hand, the term "non-
mandatory religious socialization" with
factors such as "reducing the importance
of parents to the religious education and
upbringing of children", "education and
studying in non-government schools",
"tendency to virtual spaces and media of
Western", "friendship with people who
have a new attitude towards religion" and
"keeping a distance from clerics as the
official guardians of religion" were
considered as background conditions that
provide the basis for the secularization of
people of this class. Three
abovementioned  conditions  (causal,
interventional, and contextual) have
simultaneously, and in a physical
connection with each other, causing the
emergence of the central phenomenon,
i.e., the secularization of the religious
activism of the new middle class. The
strategies adopted by the religious
activists of this class in the face of
secularization were identified in the form
of five types of religiosity - "rational
religiosity”, "modern religiosity", "ethical
religiosity”, "selective religiosity”, and
"secular religiosity". It is evident that the
mentioned strategies have consequences
for the religious people of this class, which
include "reducing the role of religion in
everyday life", "worldly attitude towards
religion”, "self-diagnosis in religious

affairs", "religious tolerance",
"desanctification”, and "tendency towards
new spiritualities”.

4. Conclusion

The result shows that the new middle class
gives importance to individual identity and
independence in the matter of religiosity
and the spiritual essence of religiosity.
They measure religiosity with the
yardstick of universal human ethics and
human rights. They do not consider
religiosity in the sense of submission to
traditional institutions and official
guardians of religion. They have a different
knowledge and attitude about referring to
the teachings of the clergy in political and
social issues. In other words, although the
new middle class does not have a purely
religious and ritualistic  collective
mentality in its old and traditional sense
and in a first way in its official ideological
sense, and it reproduces the newly
emerging patterns of religiosity, still
traditional religious elements are part of
the collective mentality of this class.
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