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Objectives: The prominent feature of Iranian society, familism, has changed in
recent decades. This study investigates the effect of cohort replacement on these
changes. Methods: For this porpose, we analyzed WVS data during 2000-2020
and Wittgenstein center data. Findings: Demographic pyramids based on
education reveal that cohort replacement has significantly transformed Iran's
demographic composition. All cohorts accept the family as a totality and there is
a consensus on its importance. However, differences are considerable when it
comes to behaviors within the family. The younger generations’ attitudes are
more radical. Divorce and abortion acceptance are higher among them. Most of
them consider marriage as an outdated institution; fewer believe that having
children is a social obligation or taking care of parents is the responsibility of
children. The familism varies significantly between cohorts and the difference
between the 1990s cohort with their predecessors is more evident. They
experienced different socialization. They have been raised in an era in which mass
media and the Internet evolved, which positively affects young people's formation
Keywords: of modern thoughts. The 1990s cohort has a higher disbelief, secular and post-
Familism, cohort materialist values that decrease familism. Conclusion: The expansion of these
replacement, family values and continuation of the cohort replacement will lead to a further decline
values, generation, World | i, familism in the future. However, government policies can accelerate or slow
Values Survey down this process.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Familism has long been regarded as a
prominent and positive characteristic of
Iranian society throughout its history.
Traditionally, children have received full
support from their parents until they
marry, and even after forming new
families, there is no compulsion to
separate from their parents’ home.
Moreover, parents are reciprocally taken
care of by their children in times of illness
and disability, particularly during old age,
and sending parents to nursing homes is
still not widely accepted by a significant
portion of people. However, the profound
changes  experienced in  various
dimensions of Iranian society over the past
few decades, particularly after the 1978
revolution, have led to transformations in
the family structure, despite its enduring
significance.

The family structure has undergone
significant transformations over the years,
influenced by various factors. Among
these influences, generational differences
play a pivotal role in shaping family
dynamics. When coupled with cohort
replacement, these differences lead to
profound social changes.  Cohort
replacement refers to the process wherein
old people who have traditional values and
beliefs die and are replaced by young
people who have modern and
contemporary beliefs.

The literature review in Iran reveals
that the influence of generational
differences and cohort replacement on
familism has been overlooked. The present
research aims to explore the impact of this
phenomenon on familism. Unlike previous
cross-sectional studies, this study adopts
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a generational approach to examine
changes in familism.

2. Methods

The data was sourced from the World
Values Survey. Iran has participated in
three waves: 2000, 2005, and 2020 with
2600, 2900, and 1800 sample sizes,
respectively. The statistical population
comprises all Iranians aged 18 and older.
The sampling process employed a multi-
stage cluster method.

The dependent variable is familism,
which was measured using several items.
They encompassed various aspects related
to the importance of family and attitudes
toward familial responsibilities. The items
included the importance of the family, the
level of trust they have in their family,
having a child is a social duty, the necessity
of both parents' presence at home for
children, admiration of children by their
parents, children should take care of their
ill parents, marriage is an outdated
institution, and attitudes towards divorce
and abortion.

3. Results

The findings reveal a significant change in
the population structure of Iran. A
comparison of the age pyramids from
different years demonstrates that the
population of Iran, which primarily
comprised illiterate individuals in 1956
with only a small portion having low
education, has transformed by 2016 into a
population where the majority are literate
and possess secondary and tertiary
education. Projections indicate that this
trend will persist, with only a minute
percentage of the population expected to
be illiterate by 2050. These changes can be
attributed to cohort replacement, as a
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substantial proportion of the illiterate
elderly population from 1976 and earlier
has passed away, leaving room for young
people born in the decades after the
revolution, with a significantly higher
education level. Thus, a less-educated
population is being replaced by a highly-
educated one resulting in being natural for
these two populations to have different
values and attitudes.

Significant differences in values and
attitudes were observed among the
cohorts.  Secular values, disbelief,
autonomy, attitudes toward gender
equality, and post-materialist values are
higher among the younger cohort
compared to the older ones. This trend
also extends to issues related to familism.
For instance, acceptance of divorce and
abortion is higher among the younger
cohorts. Additionally, more of them view
marriage as an outdated institution, while
fewer consider taking care of parents as
the duty of children. Consequently, the
total score of familism is lower among the
younger cohorts, and there is a
noteworthy difference between cohorts.

The results of the multivariate analysis
also indicate that belonging to younger
cohorts had a more negative effect on the
level of familism. Specifically, being part of
the last three cohorts (1970, 1980, and
1990) significantly decreased the level of
familism compared to the reference group
(1930 cohort). Moreover, men, rural
residents, married individuals, and those
with lower levels of education obtained
higher familism scores.

In terms of cultural and behavioral
variables, the level of familism is higher
among people who hold stronger religious
beliefs, have materialist values and have
lower levels of secular values, attitudes
towards gender equality, and autonomy. It

can be concluded that individuals with
more traditional attitudes and values tend
to have a higher level of familism.

4. Conclusion

The study indicates that the general
concept of family is widely accepted
among all  cohorts.  Respondents
regardless of their birth cohort or
historical experiences, agree on the
importance of family and place trust in it.
Thus, the overall notion of family is
universally accepted.

However, differences become apparent
when examining specific behaviors within
the family. Younger cohorts demonstrate
more modern perspectives on these
behaviors, and their views sharply contrast
with the traditional views held by older
cohorts.

Although certain values may appear
similar in some aspects, it is noteworthy
that familism among the younger cohorts
is lower. The crucial distinction lies in the
last three cohorts, as they exhibit
significant variations from the previous
generations. This could be attributed to
the impact of time and events that they
have experienced. The different values and
attitudes of young cohorts can be
attributed to the influence of factors such
as development, modernization, and the
expanding mass media in Iran during
recent decades.

Additionally, it can show that instead of
encountering a generation gap or
discontinuity in Iran, we observe
generation differences. These
generational differences naturally emerge
as a consequence of the structural shifts
taking place in society. As such, the
evolving values and attitudes among the
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younger cohorts are not indicative of
discord, but rather a reflection of the
societal changes they have experienced.

Due to the ongoing process of cohort
replacement, we should expect further
changes in familism in the coming
decades. This is because the aging
population will gradually be replaced by
younger generations. The traditional
values held by the current elderly
population in Iran will no longer be
prevalent in the future, as younger
individuals with modern and updated
views on family structures will take their
place. As aresult, the concept of family and
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its role in society is likely to evolve
significantly over time.
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