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1. Introduction

During the four decades that have passed since the victory of the Islamic Revolution
and the ruling of the dominant discourse and the mother of the "Islamic Revolution"
in the country, the unemployment insurance law approved in 1366 as well as other
laws and guidelines that have been approved in the field of unemployment -
including the unemployment insurance plan in the days of Corona, efforts have been
made to bring "social justice" to the fore, but each government's perception of the
concept of social justice is different in accordance with its discourse environment,
and therefore, based on its unique perception, the procedures and agendas for the
realization of social justice are emphasized in the insurance laws. Unemployment
has been different in each period of time in each government or rather in each
hegemonic discourse space; the main reason for this is that basically, laws,
regulations and decisions are based on the perceptual model that constructs

discourses.
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Research Question(s)
In the text of unemployment insurance laws, what meaning or meanings of social

justice and unemployment have been established and highlighted?

2. Literature Review

Examining the available research sources indicates that many researches have been
done on the issue of unemployment insurance and the discourse analysis of the
"justice" category:

Jafar Barati's research (2010) under the title "The role of the unemployment
insurance law in the realization of social justice" mentioned that unemployment can
be the most important. He considered the cause of poverty and class gap in the
society, which brings negative consequences for the unemployed person and society;
so that, from the individual aspect, unemployment increases suicide, social isolation,
alienation and so on. And from the social aspect, it causes insecurity, economic
stagnation, analysis of workers' skills.

The findings of a joint paper by Mark Strom Kristofferson and Michelle Soar (2018)
titled “Benefit Reimbursement Conditions in Unemployment Insurance Schemes”
show that having an employment history is part of the “employment condition” to

qualify for unemployment insurance in most Western countries

3. Methodology

The present study, by applying the "discourse analysis" method, which is potentially
one of the most important research techniques in social sciences and is classified as
qualitative analysis in terms of method, has tried to review the texts and analyze the
main problem of the research. It should be mentioned, the discourse analysis method
of "Ernest Laclau" and "Chental Mouffe" which is based on the discourse theory of
Laclau and Mouffe and emphasizes how political identities and subjects and
political and social concepts and meanings are formed. In this method of analysis,
dominant discourses have a central signifier, and signifiers and signs have been

given structure and identity in a form called articulation.
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4. Results

The realization of social justice in the field of social security and related protections
has always been a special concern of post-revolutionary governments and the main
demand of the people, and accordingly, many measures have been taken to improve
the situation of the unemployment and to realize social justice in the form of
unemployment insurance laws in the country. Types of support for the
unemployment can be considered as a clear example of social justice in this field.
Butthe discourse of justice governing unemployment insurance laws have not had a
single, coherent, complementary and ultimately comprehensive course; because in
one law, distributive justice (supportive and comprehensive view) was highlighted,
and in another law, entitlement justice and so on. Therefore, this trajectory depicts
different orientations and approaches for the governments after the revolution -
especially the government of construction and the government of moderation,
which, contrary to the comprehensive discourse of the Islamic Revolution, used
different tools and mechanisms to achieve the fundamental goals of the system, and
each tool and mechanism has its own result in this area.Laws and policies in the
field of unemployment have not been continuous and complementary to each other
(in the form of a developing process) in the direction of achieving a major
achievement in order to realize social justice in the field of unemployment and

support the unemployment in society.

5. Conclusion

What is the common thread of the discursive approaches regarding the category of
unemployment and related protections in Iran in the last four decades, is mainly
focusing on "deserved justice" in benefiting from short-term social security services
in the form of unemployment insurance. This means that only those covered by the
social security law and the labor law are considered entitled to insurance protection,
and those unemployed who do not have such characteristics are excluded from the
protection area. This is despite the fact that such a view and approach is in conflict
with the policy contained in Article 29 of the Constitution - which shows the

principles of discourse of the Islamic Revolution; because the emphasis of this legal



Quarterly Journal of Social Develoment and... | Vol.14 | No. 54 | Spring 2022 | 170

article is that social security is a universal right that governments are obliged to
provide for each member of the society through the use of public revenues or the use
of resources from people's participation; This principle precisely refers to the

necessity of observing "supportive and comprehensive view (distributive justice)"
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1. Unemployment Insurance
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