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Abstract

In this research, an attempt was made to explain the simultaneous occurrence of two
important events of inequality and corruption, which have circular causality, through
an initial thought experiment and its experimental test. In order to achieve the
aforementioned goal, it was inspired by a model called the "inequality trap"
proposed by Slaner. In this regard, by using the transition indicators of the
Bertelsmann project, the desired result was explained with the institutional
approach. For this purpose, using the targeted sampling method (with the aim of
explaining corruption and inequality in the Middle East and North Africa region),
among the 136 countries investigated in Bertelsmann's study, 19 countries located in
the MENA region were selected as samples. Then, by using the comparative-fuzzy
method, the conditions affecting the result at the institutional level, which include
factors such as governance capacity, rule of law, free media and social capital, have
been experimentally tested, and the conditions for getting out of the aforementioned
trap have been tested. It was analyzed individually and in combination. The results
of individual causal analyzes showed that the absence of any of the four conditions
is a necessary condition in the occurrence of corruption. The causal paths related to
inequality-corruption also revealed two separate paths in the set of countries under
investigation. One path was the lack of governance capacity and the other was not a
combination of three conditions or weakness in the rule of law, free media and
social capital. In addition to this, causal analyzes aimed at getting out of the trap of
inequality-corruption in successful countries also determined that in these countries,
the existence of a capable governance in combination with social capital or free
media is enough to achieve the result.
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**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (1-tailed).
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (1-tailed).
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