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ABSTRACT

Today's house is very different from a traditional or pre-industrial one. Numerous factors have been
involved in home changes, but none of them has affected the home and domestic space as much as with
the emergence of modern technologies. The purpose of this study is to investigate the process of linking
and companionship of Iranian homes and media outlets and their mutual effects. Regardless of the
content of the media, which is often considered, focusing on the material culture of media outlets,
especially television, the paper pays attention to the process of domestication of media technologies
and the mediatization of the home in Iran. The findings show that media outlets faced internal and
external resistance when entering Iranian homes and in its process of domestication. The common
denominator of resistance, despite their different origins, is being ideological. The findings also show
that a process of the mediatization of homes in Iran is recognizable, which began with the arrival of
radio and, consequently, electricity in Iranian homes. A process that is gradually moving towards
increasing home smarting. By moving in this direction, the house itself becomes a medium, the one
that is moving towards a "connected home" by connecting it with other homes, neighborhoods and
smart cities.
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INTRODUCTION

The house has always been subject to change. Various economic, social, cultural,
political and technological factors have played a role in the transformation of house and
domestic spaces over time (Haghshenas & Hanachi, 2021). But the impact of none of
them has been as understandable and objective as with the arrival of technologies. This
impact has been so strong that the main difference between today's houses and pre-
industrial ones can be seen with the presence of many household technologies. As with
their removal, today's houses will become uninhabitable (Rybczynski, 1983, 22-23).
Among the multitude of these technologies, the most complex, influential and
controversial ones are media and especially visual media. They have a "double
articulation” (Silverstone, 1994; Silverstone and Haddon, 1997). This means that in
addition to their text or content, which is often taken into account, their material
dimension is also very important. In order to enter homes, these technologies must go
through a process of domestication, and at the same time, they place the home on a
path of mediatization. This process of domestication of media and mediatization of
homes can also be observed and investigated in Iran, a country that has mainly been a
consumer of these technologies and has not played a significant role in their design and
production.

PURPOSE

In this article, while expanding the approach of "domestication and mediaization"
and its related concepts, in a comparison between cultural contexts of the West and
Iran, the process of domestication of the media and mediaization of home in
contemporary Iran should be questioned. In this direction, an attempt has been made
to pay attention to the material aspect of media devices, especially television, as active
actors with agency, and the impact of material aspect of these media on the changes
of Iranian homes.

METHODOLOGY

In order to achieve the above goal, it is necessary to go back to the moment when
these objects entered the Iranian home network and observed the remaining traces
of negotiations between them and the older actants of this network. For this purpose,
this research has focused on three categories of pictorial data: Print ads included in
the early years of television entering Iran in the 1960s and 1970s in the "Weekly
Information" magazine, pictures from family photo albums and, plans and maps of
the houses of the desired period. For, the method of observational data analysis was
used and images were coded by two ways of intra-image and inter-image. Finally,
after extracting sub-themes and themes from the coding, they were compared with
the results obtained from western researches. Finally, differences and similarities of
the domestication and mediaization process in the two cultural contexts of the West
and Iran were compared.



FINDINGS

The findings show that media devices, upon entering Iranian homes, faced resistance
from inside and outside. The common feature of resistance was ideological in nature.
Meanwhile, television faced the most resistance. Equivalent to the design of media
devices and advertising as the most important external factors, we can point to the
positioning of media devices and the reorganization of home space/time as internal
factors of domesticating those devices. By creating a strong gathering center,
television played a role in the formation of central hall, open kitchen and open plan
in the public arena of Iranian houses while helping to separate public and private
areas. From the very beginning, television became a very important element in the
social gathering of Iranian families and turned a corner of houses into a special place,
signs of which can be seen in family photos next to TV. Parallel to this process of
domestication of media, Iranian homes have gone through a process of mediatization
in the last century. The process started with the availability of electricity in the 1930s
and took a more formal form with the coming of radio and TV in the 1940s and 1950s.
As a result, the distinctions and differences between Iranian and Western houses
became less and less.

CONCLUSION

Over the past century, the home has been on an increasingly mediatized path, moving
from traditional to the future houses of the 20th century and from there to smart
houses and finally the connected house. In this way, the house is becoming a quasi-
medium able to independently exchange messages with its occupants and the
surrounding world. This process started in Iran with the introduction of electricity
followed by radio and television. Even though the media had been domesticated in
the West, they had to try again to be accepted in Iranian homes and overcome the
resistance from a traditional society, a resistance that had roots both inside and
outside the house (Chart 1).
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Chart 1. Internal and external factors affecting domestication of media
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After its domestication, the media influenced both homes and other spaces in two
ways: First, through media texts and representation of an ideal home and family, and
second, through material presence in domestic spaces (Chart 2). This material
presence led to the creation of new functions and spaces inside houses and
strengthened the personalization and privatization of spaces. And at the same time,
with the creation of new focal points in domestic spaces and the necessity of their
visibility, it caused the movement towards open plan.

! Effects of Materiality ' ! Effects of Content '

o The emergence of new spaces 0 Representing the ideal home and

o Emergence of new functions family

0 Personalization and privatization o Fading the border between inside
of spaces .. and outside

o Moving towards an open plan in Mediatization @] © Changing the concepts related to
the public area of the house of houses the house or replacing them with

o Creating new foci inside the house new concepts

0 Moving towards smart home and o Changing lifestyle and trend
connected home towards TV lifestyle

Chart 2. The “double articulation” and its effects on the mediaization of home

NOVELTY

Today, it seems that information and communication technologies have affected all
aspects of human life. It is clear that the built spaces and the house in its center, have
not been unaffected by this trend. The viewpoint of "domestication and mediaization"
in the discourse of cultural studies has a significant literature and has been looked at
from various angles. But what is in focus here is the cultural differences between Iran
and the mostly western countries producing this literature. In addition, this research
has tried to link this perspective to the architectural discourse and look at the changes
of the house from a new perspective, affected by the material culture of media devices
in the information age.
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