Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 16. No. 2 (sequential 49), Fall & Winter 2022 1

Fostering Theological Concepts through Verses and Narrations in the Preface of
Amir Khusrow Dehlavi's Masnavi

Parvane Sayyedi ™
Zohre Najafi ©
Janan lzadi ™"

Abstract

In the present study, we have investigated the fostering of theological concepts through
verses and narrations in the preface of Amir Khusrow Dehlavi's Masnavi. The research
type is analytical-descriptive using the library method. After investigating the prefaces
from a theological point of view, we have come to the conclusion that Amir Khusrow
Dehlavi has quoted verses from the Holy Quran or hadiths of the infallible Imams (AS),
either directly or indirectly and implicitly, in most of the verses that contain theological
concepts. Thus, he sought to achieve two goals: 1) he attempted to foster theological
concepts by quoting verses and hadiths in order to make his beliefs believable to his
audience, and 2) he sought to pay tribute to the Holy Quran and the hadiths of the infallible
Imams. Among the three poems investigated, theological concepts in the preface of the
poem Hasht Behesht are more than in the other two poems. In the preface of this poem, the
poet has discussed diverse and various concepts of theology. Most of the theological
concepts used in the preface of these three poems are concepts that have been repeated in
other poets’ poems before Dehlavi; ho;e ver, Dehlavi is one of the prominent poets in
terms of verses, hadiths, and narrations who have documentation and fostering of
theological concepts.

1. Introduction

Since a long time ago, poets and writers decorate the beginning of their poems and
treatises with supplications to the Lord and praises of the Prophet and religious leaders. In
this way, noble examples of supplications can be found in Persian literature, which are full
of tender and deep themes. And this is proof of the taste and gentle spirit of their speakers.
Most of the prefaces and introductions of the books begin with the praise of God and the
description of the greatness of Kabriai Haqg. Therefore, one of the most important parts of
the poems is their preface, which serves as an introduction and prelude to the poem and is
the first point of contact for the reader with the intended work. The prefaces often deal
with verbal topics, and in this regard, the preface of lyrical poems is always a place to
express the beliefs and views of the poets. Amir Khosrow Dehlavi is one of the poets who
showed interest in writing romantic poems. In the same way, he cultivates theological
concepts in his poems. In the prefaces of his poems, he followed the path of military men
and poets before him and expressed some ideas and foundations of his religious
worldview. He resorted to verses and hadiths to develop these concepts. Each topic and
theological topic has a verse from the Holy Qur'an or a hadith from the infallible Imams or
narrations from transmitted traditions, such as knowledge of God, divine attributes, the
system of creation, and so on.
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2. Review of the Literature

Many literary works, articles, and books have been written about the science of theology
and its impact. They are so extensive that examining all of them requires separate and
detailed research.

Searching among numerous works in libraries as well as literary research indexing
websites shows that so far no research has been written on the topic of this article.

The studies that have been carried out and are somehow related to the present research,
are either a comparative study of the prefaces of prominent poems or they have
investigated the themes of the prefaces of some of the most famous masnavis of Persian
literature, along with topics such as praise. Sometimes they limited themselves to
providing explanations about the prefaces and did not analyze the central topics used in the
prefaces. However, with all the breadth and frequency of studies in this field, special
attention sholld be paid to the prefaces of Amir KhosroK Dehlavi’s works, since no
specialized and comprehensive research has not been done in the description and analysis
of the verbal topics of the prefaces of this poet's poems.

3. Methodology

In the present study, which is of a descriptive-analytical type and is written using a library
method, an attempt has been made to investigate the ways of developing theological
features in three poems of Amir Khosrow Dehlavi (i.e. Hesht Behesht, Shirin and
Khosrow, and Majnoon and Laili) which is based on verses and hadiths.

4. Results

After examining the prefaces from the point of view of the prominence of theological
concepts, the results of the study show that in most of the verses that contain theological
concepts, Amir Khosrow Dehlavi refers to verses from the Holy Quran or hadiths of the
infallible Imams - either directly or indirectly. Indirectly and implicitly, he has sought to
achieve two goals in this way: 1) Highlighting theological concepts by referring to verses
and traditions in order to make his beliefs believable to his audience, and 2) Paying respect
to the Qur'an and the hadiths of the infallible imams. The most important theological
topics that Amir Khosrow Dehlavi has focused on are the topics related to the creation and
the place of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in creation. Among the three analyzed poems,
theological concepts in the prologue of Hasht Behesht are more than in the other two
poems, and the poet has discussed various concepts of theology in the preface of this
poem.
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