Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 16. No. 2 (sequential 49), Fall & Winter 2022 1

New Discoveries from Najm Razi’s Life and Works
Mohammad Reza Movahedi*

Abstract

The main aim of this study was to present valuable information about Najmuddin Razi’s life
and works, which could be found in a newly found version of Bahr al-Haqig's commentary
(Version 77 found in Hassan Hassani Pasha Library). In this detailed report, Najm Razi’s first
introduction of the masters following his way was presented in the following order: 1) Sheikh
Majdaldin Baghdadi; 2) Najmuddin Kobra; 3) Tajuddin Ashnahi; and 4) Shahabuddin
Suhrawardi. In the style of the scholars of rijal and hadith, he wrote the types and durations of
their companionships, types of permission they received from the mentioned sheikh, their
dates of study, and even the reason for their precedence and delay in dhikr, which contained
new information about them. He then reported on his long journeys before and after the
Mongol invasion. Based on this biography, it turned out that Najm Razi served Suhrawardi
from the very first years of Afaqi’s career in 601, used his services several times in different
cities, and received several licenses from him. The companionship of the midwife with
Tajuddin Oshni in Hamedan, rejection of the idea that he escaped from Rey during the
Mongol invasion, etc. were some other aspects addressed in this article. Another finding in
this study was the possibility of Najmuddin returning to Iran from Anatolia (after the Mongol
settlement) and settling in Khuzestan. It seemed that this version of the commentary,
considering the date of its writing, must be a transcript of Najm Dayeh’s first writings. At this
stage of writing this commentary, Najmuddin was strongly dependent on al-Kashf and al-
Bayan al-Thalabi and quoted many cases by citing their sources from the very beginning of
the introduction. The information extracted from this version was analytically compared with
other findings obtained from his contemporaries in this regard.

1. Introduction

More than half a century has passed since the last research of our contemporary researchers
about the life and works of Najm al-Din Razi, and despite many useful works and corrections
of the works in the last few decades, even one page has not been added to those findings and
many ambiguous points and some ideas about this character still remain. About some of the
sources that have quoted information about the life and death of Sheikh Najmuddin, it should
be said that these sources are general (such as the eloquent collection of Khawafi, Nafahat al-
Ons by Jami, Al-Awamar al-Alaiyeh by Ibn Bibi, Tarikh Gozideh by Hamdalallah Mustafi,
Ruzat al-Janan by Ibn Karbalai, as well as newer sources such as Khayampour's collection of
speakers, Sadat Naseri's notes on Azar's fire, Malik al-Shaara Bahar's stylistics, the late
Minawi's introduction to the message of wisdom and love, etc.) have only quoted older
sources, which generally end with one or two main sources. For example, it can be said with
certainty that the information provided by Abd al-Rahman Jami in Nafahat al-Ons about the
life of Sheikh Najm al-Din Razi was quoted by Yafi in Marat al-Janan (Mohaddi, 2002, p.
32). Therefore, it was necessary to update our knowledge about this character by looking at
newer and innovative sources. The main issue of this research is to what extent historical and
bibliographic information can be extracted from the content of an explanatory text in Arabic.
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2. Review of the Literature

Fortunately, with the provision of new lists and the collection and concentration of
information related to manuscripts in banks and their processing, and the updating of our
knowledge of written sources and manuscripts in the world's libraries, this possibility became
available to contemporary researchers to open a new door to the life of Najm Razi. This good
event was realized by obtaining one of the copies of Hassan Hassani Pasha's library. This
library, which is now one of the richest manuscript libraries in the world in terms of quantity
and quality, contains more than 150 manuscript collections, 125 of which belong to the
libraries (Mottaghi, 2013, p. 352).

3. Research Methodology

This study is based on Najmuddin Razi’s life and works, which could be found in a newly
found version of Bahr al-Hagiq's commentary (Version 37 found in Hassan Hassani Pasha
Library).

4. Results
After introducing and presenting a report from the introduction of the version, these results
were obtained:

1. About the teachers of the Najm Dayeh Tarigat according to his own statement, we find
information in this order: 1) Sheikh Majdaldin Baghdadi; 2) Najmuddin Kobra; 3) Tajuddin
Ashnahi; and 4) Shahabuddin Suhrawardi.

2. From Najm Razi's introduction to his commentary, we can understand that Tajuddin
Oshenhi lived and taught in the days of Sheikhs, in Ray, Hamadan, and Dehistan (around
present-day Shahrood).

3. Contrary to the initial impression, Najm Dayeh's relationship with Sohrawardi was not
one-time and short; rather, he has served Suhrawardi for many years.

4. In the text of this introduction, he specifies or refers to many historical events of his life.

5. Based on this biography in the introduction of Tafsir, it is clear that he came to Iran
many times after the Mongol conquest and probably stayed in Khuzestan and especially in
Shushtar.

6N NANmRazi does not mention anything about Najmuddin Kobra’s exegesis.

7. An assumption that the note at the end of the copy is not much later than the time
indicated on the copy.

8. It is possible that this version is a transcription of the first writing or spelling of Najm al-
Din in his commentary.

9. Based on this introduction, it can be definitely said that he was born in 572 A.H.

10. From the detail that we see in this version, he has given his phrases with the expression
"Qolto" after the elements of Taalbi.
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