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Abstract

Human interest in planets and stars and their role in human life and destiny dates back to thousands years ago.
Astrology has had numerous effects on medical sciences. One of its important roles is the appearance of ‘Zodiac
Man’ based on the position of planets and stars in the sky and the coincidence of its effects on human organs. The
‘Zodiac Man’ appeared most frequently in calendars, devotional Books of Hours, and treatises on philosophy,
astrology, and medicine in the medieval era. ‘Zodiac Man’ shows the image of a human that the position of the
twelve constellations and the related medical effects are marked on his body. Each of these marks determines the
appropriate month and time for surgery of each organ of body or the appropriate medical treatment for patient
based on his astrology. This image can be seen in medical handwritten illustrated copies or single sheets in Iran and
India. The main query of this study which has been carried out based on descriptive-comparative method is what
connection exists in the (chosen) paintings of Iran and India in terms of concepts and human illustration methods
of the Zodiac Man? According to the conducted studies the style of ‘Zodiac Man’ iconography in both paintings
follows the same pattern and idea, but its processing ways have turned into native forms.

Key words: ‘Zodiac Man’, astronomy, medical imaging, Iranian painting, Indian painting.
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