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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

UPK, 2023 Introduction:The topic of urban informal has produced a large number of studies in recent years.
VOL. 7, Issue 2, PP,91-110 Given studies like Fadaei (2018), four paradigms—dualism, structuralism, legalism, and an urban
Received: 18 Aug 2022 development mode—can be found to explain informal urban development. In accordance with the
Accepted: 26 Jun 2023 first three paradigms, informal development is a problem that should be fixed, thus, it is criticized
Research Articles

by important figures including Al Sayyad(2004) and Roy(2005, 2012). In the last paradigm,
informal development is a mode of urban development. Scholars that support this paradigm have
tried to use a variety of theories to explain informal development. In this regard, Dovey (2012)
utilized Deleuzian theory of Assemblage; Lejano and Del Bianco(2018) employed Bourdieu's
theory; Calogero et al. (2019) applied the urban regime theory of Stone; and Saffar Sabzevar et al.
(2018) used the theory of self-organization, however, Dovey states clearly that we still lack a viable
theory to account for the informal urban development(Dovey, 2012). Contextualism is a meta-
theory and a very broad topic in epistemology, which Stephen Pepper articulated more clearly
than others (Pepper, 1942). According to this theory, every occurrence is interpreted as an action
that is interconnected to its historical, social, cultural, economic, and other contexts. Novian
KEYWORDS: Informal Tavallaei (2001) discussed contextualism in urban planning long before, and BaniHashemi(2017),
settlements, Physical used contextualism to evaluate the infill development of urban districts. Contextualism has also
development, contextualism,  heen utilized in other researche to explain informal development. For instance, Joens explored the
urban planning theory, meta- . - . . .
synthesis creatlol_q, organization, and geographical arrangement of these settlemgnts .m_ Indonesia based on
the socio-cultural context (Jones, 2019); another study covered the logic driving the development
of informal settlements using contextualism (Lejano & Del Bianco, 2018). Although the
aforementioned researches are valuable and pioneering, contextualism as the main theory and
comprehensive theoretical framework is still intact in urban informal studies. In other words, each
of the researchers has studied a piece or an aspect of the context, and as a result, a comprehensive
study that provides an explanation for an overall mode of informal urban development according
to contextual theory seems empty. Therefore, this research question is: How contextual theory
explains informal development?
Methodology : This research aims to identify the principles that other researchers have partially
achieved, in order to create an integrated framework for the contextual analysis of informal
settlements development. Hence, this isa systematic review or meta-synthesis research,
employing Sandelovski and Barroso's (2007) seven-stage meta-synthesis model. To execute the
research question, multiple sub-questions have been provided in the first stage. First, what are the
contextual factors associated with informal urban development? Second, which contextual factors
are driving the planning of informal urban physical development? Finally, what are the physical
principles of urban informal development, and how they could be classified? In the subsequent
stage, 422 papers were collected by systematic searching in the “Web of Science” and “Scopus”
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databases using terms relating to informal settlements, development, and context. With the use of
the Rayyan online application, the screening procedure was conducted, resulting in 27 qualified
articles. The selected articles were then analyzed and coded in the MAXQDA 2020 Analytics Pro,
leading to the form of one sub-category: descriptive information of sources, and five main
categories: macro context, local context, context function, reaction to context, intervening factors,
and principles of physical development of informal settlements (process, content, management,
rules-regulatory principles).

Results: The research findings can be summarized under three topics. The context and contextual

factors, the principles of physical urban informal development, and the factors that intervened in
the process. The first section of the results presents the underlying factors that have provided the
basis for the development of urban informal at both the local and macro levels. These factors with
complex interconnections have led to a variety of logical functions, which, on the other hand, have
resulted in the deprived people reacting and confronting in various ways to achieve basic needs
like shelter. Such a complex process has contributed to the development of informal settlements

(more details in Table 1).

Table 1:Context and contextual factors associated with urban informal development
Category Factor
Macro context Global Capitalism, Neoliberalism, Rapid urbanization, anClimate change,

Numerous factors in economic, governance, cultural, social, political, legal, and

spatial contexts,

Immigration to urban areas, the government's inability to provide affordable
Context functions housing, spatial inequality of social classes, deprivation of the poor, the compulsion
to strengthen kinship ties, competition for opportunities and limited resources,

Creating an alternative social network, relying on the informal
economy/employment, living together with relatives, relying on social-cultural
assets, mobilization against power/capital, and the development of informal
settlements.

Identification and formulation of informal physical development planning principles constitute the

second portion of the research findings. Initially, we intended by principles the inclusive

properties that are present in various dimensions of informal urban development. On the basis of
this simple definition, a number of principles have been identified in multiple dimensions; process,
content, management, and regulations which are presented in Table 2. Hence, the last identified
principal category is the set of characteristics shared by all the aforementioned dimensions, so it
can be considered a comprehensive representation of all the dimensions. The third section of the
research findings is the factors intervening between contextual factors and identified principles.

The Intervening factors are including region, type of ownership, age of the settlement, ontology,

and the beneficiary's socio-economic classes. In fact, the findings of this study are applicable to

Asian/African countries where informal development is a hidden and non-political process, so they

can not apply to the Latin American region where informal development is a political and

collective process. Similarly, the identified principles are true for quasi-official (non-squatters)
ownership, as well as settlements with historical background, not new ones, and they are true for
the informality of the poor not rich.
Table 2: Dimensions and principle of informal urban physical development
Dimension Principle
Process Bottom-up planning, micro-scale planning,

Affordability, horizontal development, high population density, perceived land tenure,
the order caused by social relationships, dense texture, mixed land uses, relatively
narrow width, and pedestrian access, small land parceling, relatively low building

density, and a diversity of forms,
Customary decision-making institutions, administrative order parallel to the
public/official sector, dispute-resolutionresolution techniques,
Regulations Uncodified and customary rules, practical acceptance of regulations, and rules based
on the balance of interests,
Participation, negotiation, incrementalism, resiliency, adaptation, self-organization,

Share principles non-bureaucratic process, evolution, freedom of action, complexity, and

traditionalism.

Local context

Reaction to context

Physical content

Management

Discussion: The formal development model is governed by the text including development plans,
management structures, and codified regulations. On the other hand, it is the context that leads
and drives the informal development model. In informal development, there is no fixed text, and
the door is open for participation, freedom of action, negotiation, engagement, utilization of
experiences, and other offered principles. This dynamic has resulted in affordability turning into a
crucial aspect of urban informal housing. Hence, the opposition between formal and informal
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development models can be expressed as the contradiction between text and context. In
addition, these two approaches are also evident in the contrast between academic and
local knowledge As, academic knowledge focuses on norms, mandataries, and standards whereas
local/customary knowledge emphasizes on existed assets and creativity. Using the results, the
informal model of urban development integrated planning, physical development, management,
and regulations altogether. In fact, In the formal development model planning, rules, regulations,
and management structure predate development on the ground while, in the informal
development model, these elements emerge simultaneously and adapt. Hence, if the formal
planning model is a sequential model, then the informal development planning model is a parallel
and interconnected model. In addition, informal development is a cyclical (spiral) process. As
shown in Figure (1), a cyclical process is continuously repeated between the context and its
outcome. Consequently, informal development can be understood in light of the continuity and
integration of planning, physical development, management, and regulations. Eventually, these
characteristics is producing a cycle of continual adaptation and improvement, which make
flexible, adaptable, and resilient development.

Figure 1: Informal urban development pattern

A number of researchers, interested in critical urban studies, seem to be at odds with some of the
aforementioned claims (Calogero et al,, 2019; Dovey & King, 2011; Nejati et al., 2021; Roy, 2009).
Ananya Roy, for example, contends that informality is a mode of urban planning led by the urban
regime itself, rather than grassroots so it is a top-down urban planning. The authors of this
research admit that, as part of the context, the government has ignored informal development in
order to avoid its responsibility. However, to the authors the government's role, as held by Ananya
Roy, is not the primary cause of urban informal development rather it is just a passive factor that
paved the ground for the emergence of informality. Besides this justification, the authors have not
argued that the condition of informal settlements is appropriate and free of all criticism. Rather,
they are trying to highlight the various potentials of these settlements for relevant organizations to
use in forming efficient and responsive urban planning approaches.

Conclusion: :This research concludes that, first, informal urban development is a context-based

phenomenon, and that in order to comprehend the logic driving it, a comprehensive understanding
of the context at macro and local levels, as well as the function and reaction of the context, is
required. Second, the principles guiding the physical development of informal settlements follow a
cyclical and evolutionary process. So, informal development gains the required dynamism to adjust
to changing needs. Thus, informal urban development is resilient, affordable, and sustainable.
Third, informal development is a small-scale or local approach. This indicates that the influence of
informal urban planning will be diminished for larger levels such as city-wide. For instance, as
effective as this approach is in providing shelter for the poor, it appears ineffective in providing
infrastructure such as transportation or recreational areas, which require planning on a greater
scale.Theoretically, it will be difficult to explain the logic and principles of informal development
using the existence of urban theory and rationale typically taught in academic settings. From this
perspective, it is essential to reformulate urban planning theory under informal planning. As
practical implications, public institutions should take an interactive and negotiated approach to
informal urbanism in order to leverage the capacity of such a mode of urban planning on a small
scale. Simultaneously, these institutions should support these settlements with financial resources,
land, scientific and specialized capacities on the city scale and fulfill their responsibility to a
portion of their people.

Highlight:

e  Enrichment of urban planning knowledge through better proposing and explaining the context-
based interpretation of the development of the informal settlements

e Distinct formulation of Urban Planning Theory as "informal urban planning theory" through the
establishment of a principled framework for the informal settlements’ development
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