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Seyyed Muhammad Yemeni in «Kisom» and «Licha» in Gilan, Based on Artist

Personality Recognition

Yaghesh Kazemi, Faculty Member, Department of Architecture, Islamic Azad University, Ramsar Branch; and Ph.D. Researcher in Architectural
& Urban Conservation, Art University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

Nima Valibeig, Associate Professor, Department of Architectural & Urban Conservation, Faculty of Conservation, Art University of Istahan,
Isfahan, Iran.

Received: 2022/09/30 Accepted: 2022/12/21

e 3 - ke

Mural Painting with the theme of “The Battle of Hazrat-e¢ Qasim with the Sons of Azraq Shami”
in Mausoleum of Agha Seyyed Muhammad Pinchah. Source: Mousavilar & Khakpour, 2015.

S

Inthe east of Gilan province, there are two tombs with paintings attributed to Imamzade Seyyed Mohammad
Yamani. One in Lichah village (Lasht Nesha city) and the other in Kisom (Astana Ashrafieh city). The wall
paintings of these tombs include folk religious paintings. In Licha’s tomb, the narrative frescoes are limited
to the exterior, while the interior walls contain only calligraphy. However, both the interior and exterior walls
of Kisom’s tomb contain folk religious paintings. The paintings in the Lichah tomb are signed «Mashhad
Agha Jan Lahijani», while the painter in the Kisom tomb is not known. Some of the calligraphy is identical
in both tombs, revealing the use of pre-made patterns (stereotypes) or repeatable patterns. The religious
inscriptions of poetry and prayers complemented these paintings. The responsibility is given to the painter.
Since most of the Gilan tomb painters did not have a good command of calligraphy and were not even
literate, calligraphers prepared calligraphy designs for wall paintings and the painters bought them. Then
these designs were transferred on semi-transparent papers that were pasted together and made stereotypes
with needlework. Later, the stereotypes were placed on the walls and charcoal powder was used to draw
lines on the plastered wall surface (prepared and smoothed). Finally, the artist draws the outer edges and
paints the inside. Some stereotypes of these religious themes, painted by the artisans, were later made by
their students and sold and bought in the same way as calligraphic designs. Some of the lines and motifs
painted from the same narrative appear similar at first glance in both tombs, leading many researchers to
argue that the murals in the Kisom tomb were painted by the same artist as the Lichah tomb, namely, «Mr.
Lahijani». The main goal of this research is to determine the identity of the painter of Kisom tomb. Due to
the severe damage of the internal murals of Kisom mausoleum by the fire, a secondary goal of this study
was to identify religious scenes using previous photographs and field surveys taken and recorded before
the fire, and to reveal the precedence of the murals. The research questions are as follows: 1- Based on
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tomb? 2- The wall painting of which of these tombs was painted first? In this research, dealing with the
similarities and differences between the wall paintings of these two tombs, as well as their unique features
in a range of themes and visual elements is a touchstone to reach the answer to the research problem. For
this purpose, the required data were collected through descriptive documents and field research and then
evaluated using analytical and comparative methods. The findings of the research show that the painting
style of the Kisom tomb murals is more similar to the painting style of Reza Lahijani than that of Agha Jan
Lahijani. This supports the hypothesis that one of Reza Lahijani’s students subsequently stereotyped, traced,
and replicated the paintings of Baba Jan Dere’s tomb to create the wall paintings of Kisom’s tomb. As
mentioned in the «Statement of the Problemy section, this type of tracing (use of a pre-made needle or hook
motifS) has been common among tomb painters in Gilan province. Depending on the work conditions
and the surface used for the mural painting, the painter sometimes modified these pre-made patterns. In
addition, the artist sometimes mixes figures and visual elements from two different stereotypes. The wall
paintings in the tomb of Kisom are examples of such works of art. However, the Licha tomb paintings
display a more unified painting style. This study confirms the reports related to the destruction of the tomb
of Kisom due to the flooding of the Sefid Rood River. As a result, this building and its wall paintings should
be considered a more recent work.

Keywords: Wall Painting, Folk Art, Mausoleum, Imamzade Seyyed Mohammad Yamani, Gilan
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