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Niche Rugs are among the hand-woven items that were widely designed and produced in the
Safavid Era, and due to the type of use, design structure and content, they are closely related to each
other. The general structure of the design of these rugs has two parts. The upper part is decorated
with religious themes and the lower part of the design is decorated with Eslimi and Khatai motifs
and trees and flowers. One of these rugs is the one in the Topkapi Museum. The present study,
aims to analyze the structure and content of the Niche Rugs design Held in the Topkapi Museum,
seeks to answer these questions: 1. what is the basis of the structure of the Niche rug in Topkapi
Museum? 2. what effect did this structure and its decorations have on the theme of the rug? The
research method is descriptive-analytical and the method of collecting information is library
and documentary based. Data analysis has also been done qualitatively. The studied body is an
embroidered rug measuring 114 x 163 cm with a niche design that has an asymmetrical knot. The
carpet is held in the Topkapi Museum and was woven in the 16th century in Kashan. In terms
of the structure of the map, this rug is designed in 1/2 way and has a multi-part structure in the
design according to the composition of the niche rugs of the Safavid Era. The most important
components of the design of this rug are: the border, the background and the niche, which are
analyzed in the continuation of the design structure and content of each of the mentioned sections.
In the present study, according to Coomaraswamy’s view that the motifs are not decorative, the
structure of the design and the themes hidden in it have been analyzed. Niche rugs are among the
woven handicrafts that have a different structure from other Safavid rugs due to their type of use.
Although some inscriptions of the Safavid Era have also used inscriptions, but the most important
difference between the inscriptions of the niche rugs and the inscriptions of other rugs of this Era
is the connection between the themes of the inscriptions used in them and the subject of prayer.
It has a close relationship. These inscriptions are mainly located in the upper part of the niche.
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In the lower part and the center of the rug, because it is placed under the feet of the worshipers,
motifs are used that have hidden themes and it seems that there is a strong connection between the
appearance and the meaning of these motifs. The present study seeks to reveal their hidden layers.
Given that Coomaraswamy is one of the researchers who believes that in traditional arts there is
a deep connection between the form and meaning of the work of art, so we have tried to analyze
and interpret the content of the carpet design by referring to his views and therefore it is necessary
to first mentioned views on the motifs and the relationship between form and meaning in a work of
art should be clarified. He analyzes and interprets the theme of the mentioned carpet design, and for
this reason, it is necessary to first clarify the mentioned views about the motifs and the relationship
between form 3 and meaning in the work of art.The results of the research show that the design
and overall composition of the map of this rug is 1/2 method and is designed in several parts. In the
first part, the general composition of the map is specified as 1/2. In the second part, verses, names
of God and inscriptions have been added to the map. The addition of inscriptions has changed the
map from Y2 to allover design. Lotus presence in the center of the rug represents an Iranian design
that has become an Iranian-Islamic motifs with the presence of numerous borders, full of verses
and inscriptions under the forehead of this motif. Because in it, the accompaniment of Iranian and
Islamic text and in some cases the substitution of Iranian text instead of Islamic is observed. The
borders that change the composition also refer to the general meaning. Meaning that refers to the
behavior and ascension of the worshiper. Behavior that has Iranian and Islamic characteristics. The
artist consciously or unconsciously, by placing a lotus flower on top, shows the presence of the
verbal texts in the rug, the ascension and excellence by a woman. This is an idea that is deeply rooted
in Shiism. Due to the fact that both form and content refer to the excellence of the seeker in the rug,
according to Coomaraswamy’s Opinions, the rug can be considered as a traditional art in which the
design and motifs are not decorative, but complement and Formation of effects.

Keywords: Safavid Era, Niche Rugs, Shiism, Transcendence, Coomaraswamy.
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