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The Gettier Problem and the Inability of Reliabilism’s Proposals to

Resolve It

Mohammad Ali Abbasian Chaleshtori

Abstract: The Gettier problem is a set of counter examples that challenges the standard
definition of knowledge within epistemology before the second half of the 20th century.
According to the standard definition, which we call JTB, knowledge is nothing more than
a justified true believing. The problem, roughly, is that the standard definition does not
include the necessary and sufficient conditions of knowledge, since there might be some
counter examples that are not cases of knowledge, even if they are cases of justified true
believing. Since then epistemologists have gone to a lot of trouble to avoid, or resolve,
or even to deny, the Gettier problem. One of the main efforts to resolve the problem
has been done by a theory called externalism which has two main forms: causal theory
and reliabilism. Reliabilism considers the concept or the condition of justification as the
main source of the Gettier problem and tries to replace it, accordingly, with a second and
different one, i.e. a reliable process. This concept or condition is focused on the role of an
external process that creates mostly the true beliefs in a person. This article argues that
the externalist-reliabilist proposal is not capable of resolving the Gettier problem.

Keywords: Gettier problem, justification, JTB, theory of knowledge, reliable process,
reliabilism
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1. Gettier problems

2. Gettier examples

3. Gettier cases

4. propositional knowledge
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7.Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?

8. externalism
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BonJour, L. (1999), “The Dialectic of Foundationalism and Coherentism,” In The Blackwell

Guide to Epistemology, eds. John Greco and Ernest Sosa, Malden, MA: Blackwell, pp. 117-142.

6. mentalism

7. accessibility concept
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1. the value problem

2. the generality problem
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1. pragmatic encroachment
2. wager argument

3. prudentiality

4. framework

5. system



Abbasian Chaleshtori
5l5en Lo S Dl o w31y o) 1o ol b gyl - (genstein, 1969: 105
el 1y glas g Sl 5 Loy g3l oS b |y Olaglaacio b 5 b i Wl 00555
0303 5% ¢ > S sl 5455 b s i ay 025 o o8] 5 5 s
SLlas 5 Jseal S o S5 2Lliad b ol 51 ozl 25 o0 plosil oS
Lsle 5 a5 03] (St 3550 (SO0 na a0 5 G pKis 13 gzl oS>
$7 05 015 48 A @b bl g el 4 pdy s 60 T S el 513 O
0Ll s & 5 a4 b b G 3 Lo autls  Cons L 5 i (58 me Y
Wittgenstein, 1969:) 1S oo 55dus |y Lo (5313 50 5 48 sl (530 Lol 5 s
(trust) sbezel 53] e s =S o ) gl (sbliad 5 sl L Lo (212,217
ol 1 O Gblias 5 sl (B o eloies J3Gs Ll @ 5 o pdo e
L ) Ll sl sl e ol a8 s Glod 5 el 65,551 T 2y
(Wittgenstein, 1969: 459, 509) A4S o foosss
JET l s 1y (s Joe Dllax>Dled 3 le skt lEs Sl oS
SEde bl 55 (LS foe Sla>Nen O L shae oS oly o) SCILs «
4 Bghne S G5 L e ((FLACS e Gl L Lalns L w0 S S
3 dS 5 B 4 DLl g LSO 5 syl b aSly iz La sl IS 5 B
ol O slae ¢ ol me JTate Sl dttes S3l3penio s (lidiZd pme 5l (055
G 2 |y 5l 48 3551 s 4 0l b s o bl o)liS w0 1) 555 sk ast S
BSOS Al G b3l ) g 5 ALl ;} s 1S s Lol . dsluy go sl of
(=St Al Bl |) e 5 Aol (ol LS 3B ST 035l s 4 Gas
P 503 Slaysb (B me SIS 5 Bl ) il op oS ol Sy ol 53 e 1
ST sy 1l JKaly (blah 8ol oo (e 51 Aduil ¢ g2 V’fﬁi’
L2l 55 Oladl 45 AS oo SS Loy ¢ Joeys By (55 pme (Sl B games 2355
SLssb 4 Sl 5 Sda (5,505 5 3050 S 3 LT ) (S S« oplate o e
CloMas ol S oS Ly S 5 oS DSl 3o e ol
Jos ol 3l lania b Lol g pzma (g 50 Al oo 50 e (i8S
cAe b (D) b s s atonl s ol O 2 a5 Lol gss 551,583 5 545 AS s
SIS G 5Syeme Sl ekl 1) (Q) Aluil 4y 55 55l 1S3 S s



1é0 OTJ’dbi&‘Jfaﬁj“qu"‘fbﬁfjJs&‘ Knowledge 145

Ao o Jlaliy o s 55 5du e (trust) slazel (55,50 1y o 5l sl 0355l Cosd &

el 0313 o) a8 ol B3 sla 52 Lo et ST Wil me
(©) alie gladolit b oa LT TB & s 0l oo 105 23006 (50 JTB 25 e &y s
Gk 2 2505 psls glaS il gladlie Lo I SCIBs Js 351,00 55,5 Sy B
2355 g0 0315 0L ((EM b 5 Sl (e 50 ool 3 (6503 o oS calpib]
Bolo Syl cdiad amgo ((B3Las 18) 3540 351 534S JTB Gslos slaysb
55088 (oS el s g 5 ki dom e (B3Lad) S (635150 534S (glaS
Lz oS 50 ho gt S me bl ) pls 55 Wl e il JTB wlisd me
AVl 58 o 513 (glasS (adisad 5,0 3 age Bl Slaysb 31 (Sl sl
R de sl e Qlalidinld e 3l (93l s ysb nl 4 g0 B3l slajsl
Hetherington, 1998: 455-459, 463; 2001: 72-74, 82-86, 152-162;)
L S 3 1y gl o sladlee (63 :2015 ,Olsson) sl ) 5 (2017
A e 0l LS Sl Bl g sl 55 diiS o (55,0 JTB 31 as’ Lladls
Descartes, 1990 (1641): med.) &9 55 Bl 5 S e b o S gl
55 Lol iz Uas 3 gyl sylge 381 55 ulgm Jguaes (5la sk aKTL 1300 aiS (L1
b e Ll 55 LIS CEE s (eudis oS sbolen dins o o b 1) L Sl (53,5
Dad op s Cb s 4y 3)lee 2S1 s cdal s Lo Coles b S Ul e gl B

3 b ygbay Lo s ge ol sl den Ly, a5y (&) alyil b
w5l o L1 on A Ll 5,8 o ISGTTB uliled ine by 5 s aorgo
ladle 503 5 LT das — Lol Wl JTB o7 Sl 5 LBl ssbipl &S
4S5 gt wle Wl laS laaisas (D) A8l 3k s onl ol XS o 513 lesS
Sk 4 o 5148 (slaysl wlspn 1) gl A5 25 e il JTB (slajsly
Jeloss (Sl JTB &8 a5 me slabs 18 caSST a3 )15 (6 208 Jlans Sls) 3] TB
sms (S1428) ia (saltn 31 LSI 3145 4 S s IS b s a5
5,8 5l o 5 o 3550 Tl b SIS a3 4S5

5 (L walis 5l Sy 5 s (S)s Sty 5 JTB wlics me
4 Coniy on (SKl 3550 530 5 (3550 2ST 550 @.alju 3905 Lls ( Bslias o)
(150 SS1 500 Slims oS 0 )5 on RIS RV P o se] pe GGV B LS UON'Y



Abbasian Chaleshtori

dead (3) &8a sl 3 93 ol 5 o SCBls anal L 1y (&) Aul 53 (SWl 5150 30

oo a3 5 Lo 3lge 2815548 ()b Ay S o LIS G585 il Cslie ol 3,8

sl 2 e sl (3550 (G013 Jpmames oS 00 (655l 5 Sl (3550 Loy 0 3L S

S)lge 381 3 aS A s ysL JTB sla sl SR Llg oo V.AJTB el a0
ks S pa Blikae ol ply g A Bolal 8 Bdeo bl

S S

A S s iy ool s gy (S 5 Sees e (LS 0ys 5 Sl e(s1aS 5 e
031213 5 L me iy 55 53 (a0 b (il 1y S 51 0y 52y OLLS B
O3S el 5 S pme DLy oS0 s el sl e 0T loma (350 dul
S 3l 1y 45 K o5 56 USG5 Lanss (6 0 st (3 il
3 Osgm S N e oly e 50 Jro dpalo kil 5 nlis u-;).’ 4wl g3U e
o5 2L 35lse 5 (6581 0)lpen e glaaluli) )l )3 LS5 p wlibd me
L Salen gl sz $LLSB 55 5 smedSsdins wlidli me 3 S (L)l
sl uy S e solae S5 (slas ST ) ol 5 ety s (JIKuly 4l
1 s (el e



15V O o sl ol S 3liga s g1l asS |Kis Knowledge 147

s
Armstrong, D. M (1973), Belief, Truth, and Knowledge, Cam-

bridge, Cambridge University Press

BonJour, Laurence (1980), “Externalist Theories of Empirical
Knowledge”, Midwest Studies in Philosophy, No. 5, pp. 53-73,
1980.

Borges, R. (2018), “The Gettier Problem and Externalism” In S.
Hetherington (Ed.), The Gettier Problem (Classic Philosophical Ar-
guments, pp. 66-77), Cambridge, Cambridge University Press

Chisholm, R. (1966), Theory of knowledge, London, Prentice-Hall

Cohen, Stewart (2002), “Basic Knowledge and the Problem of
Easy Knowledge”, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, No.
65(2), pp. 309-29

Comesafia, Juan (2010), “Evidentialist Reliabilism”, Noss, No. 94,
pp. 571-601

Descartes, Rene, 1990 (1641), Meditations on First Philosophy, trans.
George Heffernan. Notre Dame, University of Notre Dame
Press

Dretske, F (1981), Knowledge and the Flow of Information, Cam-
bridge, MIT Press

Fantl, Jeremy & McGrath, Matthe (2002), “Evidence, Pragmatics,
and Justification,” Philosophical Review, No. 111(1), pp. 67-94,
2002.

Feldman, R. (1985), “Reliability and Justification,” The Monist, No.
68:2, pp. 159-74

Gettier, Edmund (1963), “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?”,
Analysis, No. 6, pp. 121-123

Ginet, C. (1988), “The fourth condition”, In D. F. Austin (Ed.), Phil-



Abbasian Chaleshtori
osophical analysis, pp. 105-117, New York, Kluwer

Goldman, Alvin (1986), Epistemology and Cognition, Cambridge,
Harvard University Press

Goldman, Alvin (2011), “Toward a Synthesis of Reliabilism and
Evidentialism”, in T. Dougherty (ed.), Evidentialism and Its Dis-
contents, New York, Oxford University Press, pp. 254-290.

Goldman, Alvin (1967), “A Causal Theory of Knowing”, The Jour-
nal of Philosophy, No. 12, pp. 357-372

Goldman, Alvin (1976), “Discrimination and Perceptual Knowl-
edge”, The Journal of Philosophy, No. 20, pp. 771-791

Goldman, Alvin (2006), “What is Justified Belief?”, Reading Episte-
mology, In Sven Bernecker (Ed.), pp. 31-40, Malden, Blackwell

Goldman, Alvin (2008), “Immediate Justification and Process Re-
liabilism”, in Q. Smith (ed.), Epistemology: New Essays, New York,
Oxford University Press, pp. 63-82

Hetherington, Stephen (2017), “Gettier Problems”, In The Internet
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ISSN 2161-0002, http://www.iep.utm.
edu/gettier/

Hetherington, Stephen (1998), “Actually Knowing”, Philosophical
Quarterly, No. 193, pp. 453-69

Hetherington, Stephen (2001), Good Knowledge, Bad Knowledge: On
Two Dogmas of Epistemology, Oxford, Oxford University Press

Kim, Brian (2017), “Pragmatic Encroachment in Epistemology,”
Philosophy Compass, No. 12(5), pp. 1-14

Kornblith, Hilary (2001), Epistemology: Internalism and Externalism
(Ed.), Malden (MA), Wiley-Blackwell

Kvanvig, Jon, 2004. “Pragmatic aspects of knowledge?” Certain
Doubts (blog), June 12, 2004. http://certaindoubts.com/test/



1£9 O Jo sl ol Sdlsa s g1l yass Ko Knowledge 149

Sl plls
Lehrer, K. (1965), “Knowledge, Truth and Evidence”, Analysis, No.

5, pp. 168-75

Lehrer, Keith (1990) Theory of Knowledge, Boulder, Westview Press

Martens, David, B. (2006) “Confidence in unwarranted knowl-
edge”, Erkenntnis, No. 65, pp.143-164

Olsson, Erik (2015), “Gettier and the method of explication: a
60 year old solution to a 50 year old problem”, Philosophical Stud-
ies, No. 172, pp. 57-72

Pascal, Blaise (1991), Pensées, P. Sellier (ed.), Paris, Bords

Plantinga, Alvin (1993), Warrant and Proper Function, Oxford,
Oxford University Press

Sartwell, Crispin (1992), “Why Knowledge Is Merely True Belief”,
The Journal of Philosophy, No. 89(4): 167-180

Sosa, Ernest (1991), Knowledge in Perspective, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press

Stanley, Jason, 2005, Knowledge and Practical Interests, New York:
Oxford University Press.

Vogel, Jonathan (2000), “Reliabilism Leveled,” The Journal of Philoso-
phy, No. 97 (11), pp. 602-23

Weatherson, Brian, 2012, “Knowledge, Bets, and Interests”,
in Knowledge Ascriptions, Jessica Brown & Mikkel Gerken (eds),
New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 75-103

Weinberg, J., Nichols, S., Stich, S. (2001). “Normativity and Epis-
temic Intuitions.” Philosophical Topics, No. 29, pp. 429-60

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (1969), On Certainty, Trans. Denis Paul and
G. E. M. Anscombe, England, Basil Blackwell

Zagzebski, Linda (2003), “The Search for the Source of the Epis-
temic Good,” Metaphilosophy, No. 34, pp. 12-28



