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In discussing Hume's view of causality, it has been generally focused on its
negative aspects and skeptical results. Whereas, according to naturalistic
interpretation, Hume's purpose is to illustrate the nature of human beings and
to determine the limits of human understanding. Hume's aim is not to
philosophically reject the belief in causally connected, but rather to criticize
the sort of philosophical thinking that claim to rationalize them. In this paper,
the author intends to provide first the naturalistic explanation of Hume’s
causality discussion, relying on Kemp Smith's unprecedented interpretation.
In explanation kemp smith provided for the functioning of human mind, the
origin of the necessary connection idea is an inner feeling that is generalized
to reality, and the belief in causality cannot be proved by any argument. The
emotional origin of belief in causality, which is not based on reason, is a
serious challenge in its acceptance and justification. Therfore the second and
main purpose of this article is to examine the mental origin of the necessary
connection, then the concept of reason is evaluated from Hume's view to
clarify in what sense belief in causality cannot be based on reason.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Some scholars disagree with the traditional view that Hume is considered a completely negative
philosopher. They see Hume as a constructive philosopher whose skepticism is only a small part
of his philosophy. Kemp Smith is the first philosopher who challenged the previous views about
Hume and expanded the naturalistic interpretation of Hume by publishing articles entitled “Hume’s
Naturalism (1) and (2)” and the important book Philosophy of David Hume in 1941. Here,
Naturalism refers to the fact that Hume is a philosopher of human nature. For him, the role of
imagination, customs and instincts in the formation of our fundamental beliefs is central. And this
shows the importance of irrational aspects of human nature in Hume's philosophy. An irrational
belief in causality which has an emotional and mental origin is a challenging issue that is tried to
be evaluated and explained in this article.

Explanation of causality in Hume

According to Smith, two steps should be considered to explain causality in Hume's view: negative
and positive. Hume shows in the negative stage: “That there is nothing in any object, considered
in itself, which can afford us a reason for drawing a conclusion beyond it; and, that even after the
observation of the frequent or constant conjunction of objects, we have no reason to draw any
inference concerning any object beyond those of which we have had experience” (Hume, 1960:
139). Hume says that causal inference is based on past experience, especially on the constant
conjunction between the relation of the objects. But this conjunction is not a reliable justification
for such a conclusion. They are not justified by proof or probability. It is not a transition that ‘reason
determines us to make’, so its source must be sought elsewhere. In the positive stage, He finds it
in what he calls ‘the imagination’, or certain ‘natural’, ‘primitive” dispositions of the mind. And
his search for those dispositions or principles is a ‘experimental” investigation. Indeed, something
new produce in the mind, not in the instances observed. The impression of necessary connection is
not an impression of sensation, since we don’t get it from any one of the instances. Therefore, it
must be an impression of reflection, or ‘an internal impression of the mind’. Smith's important
point is that when we get this impression, the mind has a great propensity to spread it on external
objects. Natural belief is then the title which he gives to the complex attitude of mind which the
associative mechanism and the instinctive propensity are thus, in their co-operation, declared to
condition (Kemp Smith, 2005, 120).

Hume’s mean by subjective belief in causality

In saying that necessity is something that exists only in the mind, Hume does not mean that
causality only operates in the ‘inner’ mental world, but He means, in part, that we have the idea of
necessity only because of the occurrence of certain events in our minds. Hume wants to stress that
there is an aspect of this principle that is not the result of any investigation of nature, namely, the
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transition of the mind from the memory of past conjunctions to a belief in resembling future ones.
He believes that the foundation for prediction is itself never discovered by empirical science.

Hume’s mean by the irrationality of belief in causality

According to Loeb, in denying that causal inference is due to "reason™, Hume is not defending a
skeptical point but his objective is to show that causal inference is a product of a faculty of
association. The idea of necessity is produced by association rather than reason. Strawson believes
that Hume, like Locke and Barclay and many others, uses the word ‘unintelligible’ in the literal
sense. This point is routine in Hume’s time. When Hume says that something is unintelligible, he
means that we cannot form an idea of it or term for it that has any positive descriptive content on
the terms of the theory of ideas. To say this, however, is not to say that we cannot refer to it, or that
the notion of it is incoherent. Norton points that Hume does not conflate psychological certainty
with certain knowledge or unavoidable doxa with episteme. Hume’s logic (Treatise, book 1 and
the first Enquiry) includes a great deal of psychology, but he has not, on the whole, conflated logic
(theory of proof) and psychology (theory of belief and doubt). Those who think that Hume’s
philosophy was essentially negative or that he denied that there are objects, causes, or an essential
self fail to note this feature of his thought. Beauchamp and Mappes point out that the whole Hume’s
purpose of his sections on induction is to attack rationalistic conception of reason: Hume shows
first that demonstrative reasoning does not obtain factual results in the way induction does and
second that induction is not marked by the logical necessity which attends demonstrative reasoning.
This two-part conclusion is the whole point of Hume's argument against rationalism and his
argument against rationalism is the whole point of his “critique™ of induction.

Conclusion

Hume's naturalistic commentators claim that Hume never questioned the validity of the causal
maxim. Neither there nor elsewhere in the Treatise does he raise the question of the truth of the
causal maxim. His discussions concern only the grounds, or causes, upon which our belief in causal,
our opinion or judgment regarding it, really rests. These, he consistently maintains, are sheerly
natural, and allow of no kind of absolute or metaphysical justification. Hume emphasizes the
cognitive limitations of mankind and wants to propose the theory that our fundamental beliefs on
the existence of real forces and powers in nature is obtained from a source other than our ideas.
Here natural belief takes the place of rational insight.
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