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Evidently the greek terms kaB6Aov and kab’ Exactov appeared first in
Aristotle’s works as meaning respectively universal and particular. In Plato’s
works kaf6rov is rarely used as synonum to 6Aov, meaning “whole”, and
nowhere indicates “universal” in the logical sense. To be “whole” is a
characteristic of ideas, implying a very high degree in the hierarchy of unity,
ordered between the One and maltitudes. Aristotle uses kaB6iov in several
and even inexact meanings. Sometimes it means “universal” in an exactly
logical sense, but often and specicaly in criticizing Plato’s theory of ideas, it
indicates “genus” and doesn’t include any universal unconditionally. He
criticizes Plato for conceiving universals as separate beings, however,
contrary to the common view, kaf6Aov in such contexts means inclusively
“genus”and doesn’t refer to species or any other logical universal. In the like
manner ka0’ gkaotov occasionally in his works implies “particular”, but
criticizing Plato’s ideas, it appears often as a synonym of species. Universal
and particular, at the same time have some relation to “whole” and “part”
and in that regard genus and species are considered as part and whole
respectively. In this article we are going to explain the logical, as well as the
lexical relation between “whol” and “universal”, on the one hand, and “part”
and “particular”, on the other hand, but lastly there seems to bo no relation
at all.
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Extended Abstract

Aristotle is generally considered as the author of the terms “universal” (ka86Aov) and “Particular”
(a6’ £xaotov) and though some different forms of these words had been appeared in Plato’s works
and even before in Greek literature, Aristotle introduced a new meaning of them which is current
yet. “Whole” (6Lov) in Plato’s thought is an attribute peculiar to ideas, implying a high level of
unity immediately inferior to the One and however higher than all multidudes. It ranks lower than
the One, since contrary to the One, which includes no part at all, it is combined of some parts. It
ranks over the maltitudes, since contrary to them, it cannot be dissolved into the parts. So, the idea
is endowed with more unity and ordered above natural entities. Plato calls this intermediary degree
of Unity “whole” and, identifying ousia with ideas, wholeness turns out to be the essential character
of ousia or substance.

In Aristotle’s Philosophy Whole and part are in like manner related with inquiries concerning
substance and consequently related with critique of ideas’ theory. Aristotle, like Plato, thinks of
unity as the necessary qualification of the substance and identifies it with whole. Substance is a
whole and its combination of parts does not contradict its unity. Species is the whole and genus is
the part that in combination with differentia, constitutes the the species. Genus, however, does not
exist without species, for its existence is absolutely potential and cannot be actualised outside the
species.

The same idea and concolusion is formulated differently through the terms “universal” and
“particular” and though Aristotle assign the words to Plato, there is no evidence of them in his
works. In this context, Aristotle identifies “universal” with genus and uses “particular”
approximately as a synonym of species and again reaches the same conclusion, that is, there can
be no genus apart from species. That in this context “universal” just signifies the genus and does
not include species, is mostly neglected and this, in its turn, has led to some difficulties. It is
generally believed that “universal” is always an equivalent to logical universal, that is any word or
concept which can be predicated of more than one subject and there is a common view that Aristotle
denies for any universal, wether genus or species, to be substance. According to our interpretation,
however, Aristotle though refuses genus to be substance, considers species as a real substance.

Plato and Aristotle agree in the most part of this issue, both consider substance a unity in the
multitude and call it “whole”. Aristotle criticizes Plato just for believing in the existence of separate
genus, or at least he thinks it is the logical conclusion of Plato’s thoughts. Evidently his critique of
Plato’s theory of ideas relies on two different assumptions. The first assumes the idea to be species
and the second assumes it to be genus. In the former assumption the idea would be necessarily
realized as a particular and Aristotle does not deny it. What he denies is that the particular idea be
the substance of other particulars. According to the second assumption, however, the idea is genus
and undoubtedly Aristotle refuses it, for he thinks of genus as something potential and its actuality
can happen only in a species.
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Some results of this article can be applied also on another difficulty in Aristotle’s philosophy, i. e.
the relation between substance, form and universal. Aristotle’s view in this subject, has long been
a matter of dispute. His three paradoxical claims briefly are 1) substance is a form 2) form is
universal and 3) no universal is a substance. These three are obviously incompatible and at least
one of them cannot be true and is to be refused. Some maintain that Aristotle’s theory is ultimately
inconsistent, on the grounds that it is committed to all three of the aforementioned propositions.
Others have provided interpretations according to which Aristotle does not maintain all of (1)— (3).
There are two mains, and opposed, lines of interpretation. According to one, Aristotle’s substantial
forms are not universals after all, but each belongs exclusively to the particular whose form it is,
and there are therefore as many substantial forms of a given kind as there are particulars of that
kind. According to the other, Aristotle’s arguments are not intended to show that no universal is a
substance, but some weaker thesis that is compatible with there being only one substantial form for
all of the particulars belonging to the same species.

None of these interpretations is competent enough to explain all the inconsistencies. We find,
they all commit the same mistake, that is, they all interpret “universal” in the logical sense and we
think as long as the assumption is hold, there could be no solution at all for this problem. In this
article, on the other hand, is proposed that in Metaphysics “universal” does not always indicates
the logical universal, rather it refers often to genus and so, given this assumption, there would not
remain any inconsistency more.
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