Journal of Philosophical Investigations

Print ISSN: 2251-7960  Online ISSN: 2423-4419

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

|-

[
University of Tabriz

—

Homepage: https://philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir

Illusionism on Mind Problem

Siamak Abdollahi® ! "=’ | Mansour Nasiri>

! Corresponding Author, Phd in Philosophy at Tehran University and Research Fellow at Department of Philosophy, University of
Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran.. Email: abdollahi@ut.ac.ir

2 Associate Professor of Philosophy Department, Farabi Campus of Tehran University, Iran. Email: nasirimansour@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Nowadays, theories of the philosophy of mind, are divided into illusionist
and non-illusionist. In relation to the Mind Problem (MP), Illusionism of
Soul (IS) considers soul and all of the unphysical-mental events (like
immaterial personal identity, non-physical consciousness and freewill, non-
metaphysical morality, etc.) as an illusion and believes that science will

Received 8 May 2022 completely explain them in the future. The authors have seen IS in
Received in revised from 10 neurophilosophy and Daniel Dennett's Center of Narrative Gravity (CNG).
July 2022 This essay is devoted to explaining IS and the two views on MP, and finally
Accepted 20 July 2022 to comparatively comparing them. In this library research paper, we found
Published online 13 August  that the two theories are common in physicalist-evolutionist basics that
2023 cause to consider mental events as an illusion and reject dualism; and they
are different in eliminativism. we conclude that the mind-brain identity,
which is the most important basic of illusionism, has many consequences;
Keyv,vor_dS: o ) for example, the transformation of man into a machine, the unification of
Illusionism, Physicalism, Mind . . .. . . .
. man with other animals, and certain ideas about a philosophical zombie.
Problem,  Neurophilosophy,
Center of Narrative Gravity,
Daniel  Dennett, Patricia
Churchland.

Cite this article: Abdollahi, S. & Nasiri, M. (2023). Illusionism on Mind Problem, Journal of Philosophical Investigations,
17(43), 364-383. https//doi.org/10.22034/JPTUT.2022.51469.3202

© The Author(s).
https//doi.org/10.22034/JPIUT.2022.51469.3202

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



mailto:abdollahi@ut.ac.ir
mailto:nasirimansour@ut.ac.ir
file:///C:/Users/HP/Downloads/http/doi.org/%2010.22034/JPIUT.2022.48852.3055
file:///C:/Users/HP/Downloads/http/doi.org/%2010.22034/JPIUT.2022.48852.3055
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6772-7832
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7375-2241

Tllusionism on Mind Problem/ Abdollahi 365

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Philosophers have always been interested in examining the mind and have raised issues such as the
distinguishing features of the mind: How does the mind connect with the body? and with the brain?
Is the naturalistic interpretation enough or not? How are mental phenomena identified? Is the mind
made of matter, or does it also have an immaterial nature? At this issue, Explaining the nature of
the mind is crucial; Because if the nature of the mind is determined, the questions related to mental
states will be answered. And also, the path for solving the mind problem will be determined. These
issues can be summarized in these two questions: (A) What is the nature of mental states? and (B)
how does the mind relate to the body ?

Nowadays, theories of the philosophy of mind, are divided into illusionist and non-illusionist.
Concerning the Mind Problem (MP), Illusionism of the Soul (IS) considers the soul and all of the
unphysical-mental events (like immaterial personal identity, non-physical consciousness, and
freewill, non-metaphysical morality, etc.) as an illusion and believes that science will completely
explain them in the future. Accordingly, illusionism is a theory that, in response to A, considers
the nature of mental states to be completely material and calls every immaterial thing an illusion.
In response to B, by accepting mind=brain, it fundamentally rejects non-physicalist approaches to
the mind problem. Therefore, illusionism is referred to a certain group of physicalists who suppose
that the soul does not exist and those who believe in it are in a kind of illusion. The authors have
found illusionism in neurophilosophy (NP) and Daniel Dennett's center of narrative gravity (CNG).

Philosophical and Scientific Basis of Illusionism

Physicalism is the most influential philosophical basis of illusionism; both about NP and CNG.
From this point of view, all the affairs of our world are either physical or can be reduced to physical
affairs, and there is nothing superior (or more than) physical affairs. [llusionism, as a philosophical
theory, also relies heavily on the theory of evolution and its findings. Therefore, the basis of
illusionism is, on the one hand, evolutionary biology, especially neurology, and on the other hand,
philosophically, it relies totally on physicalism. These are the most important scientific and
philosophical basis of illusionism.

What is an illusion!?

Ilusionists believe that the concept of the soul, self, consciousness, free will, metaphysical ethics,
etc. are nothing more than an illusion, as long as they have a non-physical explanation. NP is one
of the new philosophical branches that connect science and philosophy with a special approach.
For example, it asks whether cognitive processes are the same as brain processes. What is the neural
basis of individual and social cognition? How are moral actions defined neurologically? NP uses
the findings of neuroscience to answer philosophical problems. Therefore, its philosophical
approach is eliminative (illusionary); because according to it, the only physical matters exist, and
solving the current problems in the philosophy of mind, can only be achieved through physicalist
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approaches. Also, its scientific approach is evolutionary biology and completely influenced by
neuroscience.

Patricia Churchland, founder of NP, believes that neuroscience leads philosophical problems
about mind and death in a new way; because it has changed how we understand the process of
learning, decision-making, self, and social activities. Based on illusionism, free will is only an
illusion; because, firstly, in theory, the laws of physics are determined and there is no room left for
human will; Secondly, experimentally, various scientific observations (such as Libet's and
Wegener's experiments) have proved this. Morality, but, is not an illusion. Ethics and moral values
are reduced to the values of social life and are explained based on the law of care-value, as a
requirement of biological-social evolution. everything important to the group is considered
valuable and moral, and everything that harms the group is immoral. Also, Churchland believes
that with the neuroscientific perspective and the theory of mind-brain identity, MP also must be
seen as mind=brain.

Daniel Dennett believes that the self needs to be explained, but does not exist in the same way
that a specific material object (or even a certain brain process) exists. Like the center of gravity in
physics, the self is a useful abstraction; Dennett calls it the center of narrative gravity (CNG). Our
language makes stories for this self, and we believe that in addition to our single body, there is also
a single self, which has consciousness, opinions, wills, and makes decisions. There is no self, but
only multiple parallel processes that lead to a useful and harmless illusion which we call it SELF.

Conclusion

we found that two illusionist theories, NP, and CNG, are common in physicalist-evolutionist basics
that cause to consider mental events as an illusion and reject dualism; and they are different in
eliminativism; the first is and the second is not eliminativist. Also, we conclude that the mind-brain
identity, which is the most important physicalist basic of illusionism, has many consequences; for
example, the transformation of man into a machine, the unification of man with other animals, and
some ideas about a philosophical zombie.
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