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In his theory of knowledge, Kant presents an exclusive method for obtaining
science by applying categories to the data of sensory intuition. "A priori
synthetic propositions" are those the only the product of the application of
categories to the data of sensory intuition, Propositions that are Kant's
exclusive criterion in diagnosing science. Kant claims that only the sciences
that have a priori synthetic propositions, which necessarily have sensory
intuition data are science, and propositions that do not have sensual intuition
data are nothing more than fake science. With the same reasoning, he pushed
metaphysics out of science. Accordingly, the attempt of this paper is to
measure Kant's theory of knowledge with his own criterion of knowledge.
We want to know whether it has a priori synthetic propositions or not. To be
more precise, do the propositions through which Kant explained his theory
of knowledge, contain sensory intuition data or not? If they have these data,
they are science, otherwise, they are not. The investigations carried out in
this article, which focuses on Kant's important and key propositions in
transcendental aesthetic and Transcendental analytic, show that these
propositions, which define and explain the basis of Kant's theory of
knowledge, lack sensory intuition data and are not science. Eventually,
Kant's "theory of knowledge" is not able to obtain the accreditation it wants
and according to Kant's own theory of knowledge, it is not a valid science.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The existence of a contradiction in a scientific theory means that the theorist's scientific
understanding of the subject is somewhat unrealistic. The extent to which such a theory is
unrealistic depends on the nature and severity of the discrepancy. Since epistemological theories
can be used as a basis for the formation of other scientific theories, the existence of contradictions
in these theories is very important. The main task of a theory of knowledge is to explain how
knowledge is acquired in this thinking system through the examination of the human system. Since
the discussion of this paper is related to Kant's theory of knowledge, it is first necessary to draw an
overview of the claim of this theory, which will be presented in more details when we explain it as
precisely as possible.

Discussion

In his theory of knowledge, Immanuel Kant has studied the functioning of the human thinking
system. According to this theory, the human thinking apparatus necessarily follows a special and
unique process to achieve science. If we want to summarize the results of his research, we must
say that the human thinking system can be called science by applying categories to the data of
sensory intuition; which then leads to the issuance of a priori authorial theorems. According to
Kant's theory, if we find a theory that claims to be scientific, we should test it with this criterion:
If the theory contains a priori authorial theorems derived from the application of categories to
sensory intuition data, it is a scientific theory; otherwise, science is nothing more than deception
and should be discarded.

It is now necessary to ask some important questions about Kant's theory of knowledge and give
them obvious, logical and rational answers: is Kant's "theory of knowledge" the product of his
intellectual apparatus as a human being? Yes. Did Kant think scientifically by using his intellectual
apparatus? Of course, he thinks he has thought scientifically. If Kant's theory of knowledge is
correct and scientific? and did Kant usually think as he claimed in his theory of knowledge? Yes,
Sure. If Kant's theory of knowledge wants to be scientific according to the provisions of this theory,
what features should it have? It must, as he himself explains, contain propositions derived from the
application of the categories of comprehension to the data of sensory intuition. In other words, it
must contain a priori statements. Does Kant's theory of knowledge contain a priori propositions?
The answer must now be researched and investigated.

Apple Max, one of Kant's commentators, states this very important point:

Precedent knowledge [the central part of Kant's theory] must be recognized and
proven not through recent experience, but itself. ... Epistemology and Critique
of Pure Reason [Kant's theory of knowledge] does not rely on psychology. ... All
our knowledge, even our cognition, begins with our prior knowledge of
experience. ... The science of antecedent knowledge is itself an antecedent



Kant's theory of knowledge and its inherent contradiction ... / Aslani 301

knowledge. It is not the case that pre-existing knowledge of the inner state of the
mind can be obtained without any reflection simply by observing the mind
through esoteric perception [rational intuition] - like taking a fish out of water.
But to achieve it, we must have a fishing hook - a special way. Prior knowledge
must prove itself; prior knowledge must come into being itself, first.

The general meaning of Apple Max's words is that Kant's theory of knowledge must be obtained
by applying categories to the data of sensory intuition, and knowledge itself must be a priori
authored.

Accordingly, one of the worst contradictions that may arise in a theory of knowledge is that it
may propose a special and unique method for obtaining knowledge, while it may essentially deviate
from this special and unique method. The purpose of this article is to examine the same case in
Kant's theory of knowledge.

Conclusion

When we apply the criteria of Kant's “theory of knowledge” in distinguishing it as a scientific
theory from science, we come to the conclusion that Kant's knowledge is not derived from the way
in which Kant predicted and explained the formation of science as obtained by applying the
categories of understanding to the data of sensory intuition. Rather, it is derived from the same
method that Kant has denied, that is, the metaphysical method. Kant, as a metaphysician who
denied metaphysics, developed his theory of knowledge by using rational intuition and accepting
the unconscious basis of the Aristotelian logic and its principles, axioms, and so on.

The final conclusion is that Kant's theory of knowledge, in light of Kant's criteria in determining
whether a theory is scientific or not, is a contradictory theory in itself and is not considered as a
scientific theory.
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