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Breastfeeding is one of the causes of mahramiyyat (privacy). Utilizing a descriptive -
analytical method, the present study endeavors to address the basic issue that to what
extent breastfeeding will bring about privacy in Islamic jurisprudence. The author
has attempted to make a comparative and critical study of the issue from the
standpoints of the Shi‘a and the Sunni jurisprudence so as to shed light on the
similarities and differences between the Shi‘a and the Sunni jurisprudence. The Shi‘a
jurisprudence addresses breastfeeding privacy in terms of the effect, amount and
duration of breastfeeding. The effect signifies the breastfeeding which triggers the
growth of flesh and intensification of bones. The duration of breastfeeding denotes
one full day during which the infant is not fed on food or other women’s milk any
longer. Regarding the amount of milk, there is a difference of opinion among the
Shi‘a jurists including 1, 10, and 15 times and 15 full days. Nevertheless, the Sunni
jurists have different viewpoints in terms of the effect and the amount of
breastfeeding. There is no difference of opinion on the effect of breastfeeding
between the Shi‘a and the Sunni jurists. There are five axioms about the number and
frequency of breastfeeding through which Hanafi and Maliki argue that privacy is
caused by the mere breastfeeding even in a small amount of milk. Shafi'i and
Hanbali consider that privacy is achieved after five-times of breastfeeding. Although,
other axioms consider privacy is caused by 3, 4, 7 and 10 times of breastfeeding.
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