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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to provide a sociological analysis of abortion occurrences with the
aim of investigating factors cited by insurance companies about pregnant women. A qualitative
research method has been used to gather field information and its tools are based on
documents and files of interviews conducted with a number of women swindlers and their
accomplices as well as experts and traffic police. The statistical population is 138 files of related
documents, of which 15 were selected by a simple random sampling. There are also 58 women
swindlers, gang associates, experts and traffic police officers who were purposefully selected to
saturate the data and in-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted with them. Validity
and reliability were obtained based on the views of Marshall and Rasuman (1998). Due to the
quality of the work, the analysis method was performed simultaneously with data collection,
open and axial coding and compression by designing basic and mediating themes and then the
main themes by using Max Qioda software. The results showed that individual, family, social,
economiic, political and cultural aspects are influential and motivating factors for criminals, but
the most important can be economic and poverty. Also, fraudsters, by knowing and exploiting
the weaknesses and legal gaps and sometimes using non-Iranians (Afghans), poor families,
forged and prepared identity cards and obtained them through responsible people and
infiltrating government agencies and insurance companies.
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INTRODUCTION

Fraud is one of the crimes against property, during which the fraudster steals
property of others (Mir Mohammad Sadeghi, 1999, 11). Insurance fraud is one of
the types of fraud and refers to a situation in which fraudsters make false complaints
about an insurance company by resorting to actions and try to gain financial
benefit. One of the most common cases in this regard is the occurrence of fraud in
the form of a fake car accident, which has caused considerable damage to insurance
companies in the last few decades. Although the statistics in this regard are not
available to some extent, however, the available evidence shows that the number of
this type of fraud has increased over the past years compared to the previous years.

One of the new, rare and perhaps strange types of scams is the ones that
specifically take advantage of women. Reports (in cities such as Isfahan, Qom and
Tehran) of women defrauding the insurance company, during which pregnant
women by designing a fake driving accident and throwing themselves in front of the
cars, or due to the car hitting an obstacle or another car and the aftermath taking a
sudden brake pretended to injure or kill their fetus and received huge sums of
money from insurance companies (according to the cases revealed by intelligence
police). This phenomenon has increased in the last few years and according to
statements of insurance officials, it has become a serious issue and has created many
problems for companies and police.

The basic question of this research is that what are the most important causes
and meanings of fake accidents and abortion-type fraud from insurance companies
in the eyes of the subjects and how they should be analyzed?

PURPOSE

Abortion fraud: In an operational definition, it can be said that it consists of
receiving fees caused by the death of the fetus, which fraudsters pretend to have
happened unintentionally and in a car accident by someone else by resorting to
trickery, and fraudulent methods.

Fake accidents: In an operational definition, it can be said that it consists of car
accidents that are planned in advance and lead to injury or damage, and the purpose
of which is to defraud insurance companies or the owner of the car.

Saidi Aqilabadi and Sehat and Salehi (2017) regarding frauds related to a third
party insurance conclude that in recent years due to the growth in insurance, it is
necessary to identify influencing factors on the decisions that deal with the falsity of
a damage claim. It has been transformed. Akbari and Ramzanian, Ghasemi Shams
and Rasouli (2008) and Hassan Shahi (2008) in their research results came to the
conclusion that customer dissatisfaction with the payment of damages increases the
scope of all types of fraud. The findings of Razaghi Nasrabad and Senjari (2016) are



not directly related to the topic of the article, but they show that economic
insecurity such as unemployment of the spouse, not having enough income and
inflation and unwanted pregnancy, rejection and withdrawal of the family from
relatives and acquaintances have caused some women to have an abortion
(fraudulently).

METHODOLOGY

The research is based on thematic analysis and the data collection method, in
addition to reading and analyzing the content of of 15 files on the subject, semi-
structured interviews in a targeted way until data saturation with 58 people in three
ranges including; Fraudster women (15 people), accomplices (16 people) and
experts and traffic officers (27 people). The effort was to understand and discover
the meaning of an act (abortion fraud) in a specific social context through rereading
the cases as well as the aforementioned interviews. The number of interviews was 60
(for a total duration of 51 hours), which were conducted with women fraudsters
and their colleagues in police stations and detention centers, and experts and traffic
officers during their service and rest periods. The information obtained in the
descriptive findings is basically completed from within the court cases and
corresponding to the interviews. In this research, validity and reliability have been
done by emphasizing what Marshall and Rossman (1998) had said. Therefore,
validity is external one (acquiring accurate information, member controls, and
researcher's theoretical orientations).

FINDINGS

Some demographic characteristics of the studied women are as follows: Women's
education, the highest level was post-diploma and the lowest was illiterate.
According to the findings, the largest number of defendants with 10% had a post-
graduate degree and 60% had diplomas and illiterate, elementary school each
accounted to 10%. The status of women workers: 50 percent of the arrested female
criminals were housewives, 20 percent were employed in the market, 10 percent
were secretaries of doctors or companies, and the remaining 10 percent were in
service jobs such as cleaners, etc. Place of birth and residence of criminals: nearly
77% of the female criminals studied in this research were born in different cities,
including Karaj, Varamin, Islamshahr, Qom, Kermanshah. Regarding the place of
residence, nearly 30% of them lived in Tehran and 70% in other cities of Tehran
province. Also, about two-thirds of the families involved in abortion fraud cases
were immigrants. Age of marriage, duration and frequency of marriage: In this
study, the lowest age of marriage among women was 25 years and the highest was
35 years. The average age of women was 29.5 years. 75% had their first marriage and
the remaining 25% had their second marriage. The minimum period of marriage
life was one year and the maximum period was 8 years. The average duration of
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marriage with their husbands was 9 years. According to the findings, the average
age of women who had an abortion (fraudulently) was 29 years. Employment and
education of women's parents: Most of the fathers of pregnant women were
employed as laborers, peddlers, and service workers and had low incomes. As for
the mothers, all the women's mothers were housewives and had no source of
income. Regarding education, most women's mothers and fathers had primary
education and their mothers had less education than their fathers.

CONCLUSION

The results of the research show that fraudsters are familiar with legal weaknesses
and loopholes in this area and by abusing it, as well as by resorting to trickery and
fraud and exploiting non-Iranian or poor families and by resorting to forgery and
preparing birth certificates with fake identities, using people in government
agencies and insurance companies collect huge sums of money. Migration is a
harmful factor in insurance fraud and the problems caused by migration from
villages and small towns to Tehran and subordinate cities, in all these types of
families, double their other problems and have become the basis for them to
commit crimes. In the studied cases, most of the women's paternal families had low
economic and social levels, and fraudsters often belonged to the lower social strata,
where the experience of restriction and pressure was one of the coordinates of their
family and parental life in the stages before marriage.

NOVELTY

We are glad to have an opportunity to carry out the research on this subject which
itself was an uphill task. Abortion fraud was a little known thing in the society but it
has become a growing trend now. This paper will help not only insurance
companies and law enforcement agencies take some of those cases seriously to
account but it will also help people remain vigilant to fraudsters with such intent.
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