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Abstract

The authentic narrations of "Ahl al-Bayt (AS) differ between the words “Nabi” and
“Rasil” as such that “Nabi” can observe the angel in dream and hear his voice, but
“Rasil,” in addition to these features, can also see the angel while awakening. It may
raise the question of “what is the connection between the meaning of two words and
meeting the angel in dream or wakefulness? The analytical meaning of the word
“nabi” shows that literally it means “exaltation” and “height,” referring to being
above and aware of important events before their occurrence. Therefore, in religious
culture, it is a description of high-ranking men who, with the aid of God in dream
and through angels, see unseen events related to the good and bad future of their
people. Then, they inform their people before those events happen, whether in warn
or tiding. Also, the analytical meaning of the word “Rasiil” shows that it describes a
person whose will and motivation have been greatly strengthened due to a very severe
effect, and as a result, it has become easier for him to carry out a special mission. In
religious culture, this description belongs to those prophets who, following the
miraculous meeting of the main body of the angel of revelation in awakening, their
will and motivation are greatly strengthened and, in spite of few companions, they
can endure the difficulties of propagating religion.
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