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Abstract

Imprisonment has been among the notable topics of thinkers and social reformers in
different historical periods. After the emergence of Islam, this issue became one of
the important and challenging issues of Quranic commentators, jurists and jurists in
such a way that today we see various debates including agreement and opposition to
this issue. Examining Quranic sources shows that because there is no clear
prohibition of prison punishment in the Holy Quran, therefore Islamic governments
have used this punishment as one of the most common punishments throughout
history. In this research, which was carried out with the method of library study and
descriptive-analytical approach, an attempt was made to investigate the issue of
legitimacy of imprisonment from the perspective of the verses of the Holy Quran
and traditions transmitted in Shia and Sunni hadith sources. The results of the
research show that the legitimacy of imprisonment is accepted in terms of Islamic
principles, but its examples and cases, especially in security and religious crimes, are
disputed by different religions. This issue has created doubts about the illegitimacy
of imprisonment in the minds of the public.
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