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Abstract

Probability theory promised a precise and integrated foundation
for exploring epistemology and philosophy of science. The philosophy
of religion is also a suitable context for applying the probabilistic
idea. The probabilistic argument has been the focus of many
important discussions about theism and the rationality of religious
belief. This paper deals with an example of the interaction between
the two fields of theology and probability. One of the most significant
criticisms of atheistic naturalism is the Bayesian evolutionary
argument (BEA). The model of BEA against naturalism is taken from
Bayes’ theorem. Despite some strengths of BEA in the criticism of
naturalism, since BEA does not pay attention to some requirements
of Bayes' theorem, it needs reflection and completion: First, this
argument does not pay attention to assigning any particular value.
Second, the reliability of cognitive faculties sometimes requires
suspension. Third, the reliability of beliefs is classified in different
types. Fourth, the Bayesian argument ignores other evidence related
to the reliability of cognitive faculties. Fifth, the result “probability of
the reliability of cognitive faculties is 1” is a false result according to
Bayes' verification theory. Sixth, independent evidence may
temporarily rescue naturalism and evolution from self-defeating, but
self-defeating naturalism can be proven through other arguments,
and therefore self-defeating is still valid. This paper has two goals: I.
analysis of BEA in rejection of naturalism. 1. provide additions and
suggestions to completing it.
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37. induction.
38. moral sense.
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40. conditional probability.
41. prior probability.
42. comparable.
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44. epistemic
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47. empirical evidence.
48. proper function.
49. psychological mechanism.
50. confirmation.
51. unity.
52. posterior.
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54. Daniel D. Novotny 55. C. S. Lewis 56. argument from reason 57. Miracles
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