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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Fundamental organizations which are local-community based play an important role in developing
decision-making process, providing members, improving the economy, encouraging community
capabilities and rendering service. These organizations have an essential role for organizing the local
community. They are usually resident in the local community and they are well connected with
people. Hence, they have many advantages, including being informed of local community needs and
are in suitable position to respond effectively to rural issues rather than the governmental or non-
governmental organizations. In addition, they have demonstrated that have the capacity to mobilize
local resources for fundamental development and inspired by the Moselle's view of local territory,
are of the best places which there is the possibility for sustainability there. In fact, local community-
based management is a tool for capacity making and empowerment of the local community,
improving public participation, organizing local bodies and improving the use of funds to influence
the development process, which is used with the purpose of accepting and meeting the needs of rural
communities for developing economic, social and protection of production sources. Therefore, in
recent years, the council and the council system of the country, especially in the villages'
management and more specific, in Neyshabur region emphasizes this necessity and expresses the
hidden and obvious demands of people to have access to suitable civil institutions appropriate to the
requirements of this era. An important factor is that like other modern concepts of civil society, the
council is not only considered as an opportunity and choice, but also is a level of intellectual and
cultural development in any society. But simultaneously, some damages can be seen in rural
management. During last decades or perhaps hundred years, the nodes of rural management in Iran
has been one of the most important challenges for planners and specialists in the political, social,
economic and cultural dimensions. It is also important for villages and villagers which Iran's social
life is based on them. However, the main purpose of this paper is not unlocking this node, because it
is clear that solving rural management problems is beyond the power of an expert and researcher
group. By this definition, this study is to investigate and analyze this problem that how is the success
rate of councils' performance district in large and small villages of Ardooghshan rural distict in
Neyshabur County?

Methodology
This was a descriptive analytical study, although other methods have been used in studies. This was
an analytical study because it compares the success rate of councils' performance in large and small
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villages. In order to do this study in two ways documentary and field study, providing information,
analysing and combining them were done. In documentary study, collecting information from
books, magazines, statistics, maps and Internet sites was applied. In the field study level, the
necessary data were collected by observation and interview the residents of the studied villages by
filling out the questionnaire. Also, in order to analyze the data, SPSS software was used to determine
the success rate of the councils' performance in large and small villages. AHP model and Expert
Choice software were applied for importance of indices. Ultimately, by extracting and analyzing of
obtained data, by information and integrating them with the obtained results of the documentary
surveys, the research results were developed. In this study, Cochran sampling method was used to
select the number of questionnaires that is the most effective method in choosing samples size. The
population in this study consisted of two groups of large and small villages, in terms of population in
which, 14 villages were studied.

Results and Discussion

In this study, to analize the comparison of the success rate of the councils' performance in large and
small villages, 12 indices were set in (Economic, Social and Environmental) dimensions. The results
showed that in the economic indices including (Improving Employment and Income Situation of
People, Improving the Marketing Situation of Agricultural Products, Increasing and Improving
Irrigation Efficiency Rate, Increasind the Quality and Quantity of Production) with the value
obtained mannwhitney equal to (1817.500, 1980.000, 1.7403, 1.7963), respectively and by
significance level less than 0.05 (sig<0.05), there is a significant difference in the rural economic
performance between large and small villages in level 0.095. In social indices and performance
including (Cooperation with the Police in Maintaining Security, Promoting Culture Through the
Establishment of the Library and Equipping it, Encouraging the Villagers to Participate in Decision-
Making, Enhancing the Villagers' Literacy by Holding Literacy Classes, and Holding Courses and
Extension Courses) with mannwhitney value obtained equal (1.7523, 1.8974, 1095.00, 1.3013, and
1.4883), respectively, and by a significance level less than 0.05 (sig<0.05), there is a significant
difference between social performance in large and small villages in level 0.095. In indices,
environmental performance including (Observing General Clean up in the Village, Collecting and
Disposal of Household Waste in the Village, Preventing the Flow of Sewage in the Passageways)
with mannwhitney value obtained equal (1.8603, 1.4163, 1.4863), respectively and by a significance
level less than 0.05 (sig<0.05), there is a significant difference between environmental performance
in large and small villages in level 0.095.

Conclusion

In recent years, the new rural and Islamic councils' management has found an important place in the
development of rural areas as a popular organization. This has led to efforts to improve the status of
this institution more than ever. The present study aimed at investigating the comparison of the
success rate of the councils' performance in large and small villages. In fact, large villages have
better economic performance than small villages and small villages have better social performance
than large villages, and to sum up, in the environmental dimension, large villages have better
performance. In fact, the evaluations' results of this study about the villages' councils of
Ardooghshan rural distict in Neyshabur county show that the councils' performance in large villages
is far more successful than small villages. It can be seen that the population factor is a decisive
criterion in the success of the councils. Undeniably, this matter does not mean the acceptance of
population as a general criterion for providing services to large villages, i.e., all villages should have
the appropriate situation to receive services in normal conditions. But in the current situation and
considering the fact that population is a decisive criterion in success of the councils, it can be
concluded that the success of the councils in large villages is much more than small villages.

Key words: Rural Settlements, Rural Management, Councils’ Performance, Social - Ecocomic and
Environmental Performances, Neyshabur County



