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The Image of to Tie up Zahak in Tahmasbi and Rashida
Shahnamehbased on Gerard Genets Narratology Approach

Narges Khatoon Toghan" Alireza khajehAhmad Attari* Bahar Taghavinezhad™*
Hasan yazdanpanah™" Saeed Abasi™"*

Abstract

The drawing of Zahak is one of the subjects that have been the focus of painters. In many
Shahnamehs, including the Shahnameh of Tahmasabi and Rashida, this issue is depicted in a dif-
ferent way. The purpose is to compare the pictures with the text and with each other. Gerard Gen-
et is one of the theorists who has researched in the field of narratology, he is one of the structur-
alists and has offered a comprehensive plan for examining narrative texts. In his theories, he has
paid attention to examining three aspects of speech, i.e., tone, time, and mode. The main question
in this article is how the story of Zahhak was represented in the two paintings of Tahmasabi and
Rashida with the title of tie up Zahak according to Genet’s point of view. In this research, the ele-
ments and components of the story and narration have been used, which include background col-
or, characters, point of view, theme, atmosphere and time, and how they are placed in the body of
the story and visual narrative as influential components. The research method was descriptive-an-
alytical and library sources were used to collect the materials. From the results of the research, it
has emerged that the sequence of time in the story is based on the events, but in the paintings it is
formed based on the removal and highlighting and the use of the text of the poem to connect the
events by the painter. In the image to tie up Zahak in the Shahname of Rashida, the painter has
limited himself to one scene, but the image in Shahname of Tahmasbi has depicted several events,
which has contributed to this sequence. On the other hand, several narrators are used in the text
of the poem, but the limitations of the narrator are seen in the above images. In terms of aspect or
angle of view, it is also open, it is in the hand of the poet, but the angle of view in the pictures is
different from that of the poem due to its visualization. Each of the images has the possibility to
show more events due to the focal length. In this regard, Tahmasabi’s Shahnameh has shown more
details and more figures due to the focal distance, which has caused more action in the events.

Keywords: Narratology, Miniature, Tahmasebi Shahname, Rashida shahname, Zahak Story,
Gerard Genet
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