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An Investigation of the Role of Captivity on the Safavid
Textiles during Shah Tahmasm’s Era based on Teda
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Abstract

The subject of captivity is the most common subject of textiles of Shah Tahmasb period
in the middle of the tenth century AH, which were based on real events of the Safavid
period of wars against Georgia. Accordingly, they are quite different from the previous
examples, whose subjects were inspired by pictorial images. Considering that these
productions were created during a certain period of Shah Tahmasb’s reign, the political
and social tensions were relatively high as they led to the cessation of pictorial textiles
until the end of the tenth century AH, it is necessary to pay attention to these conditions.
Therefore, attention to these conditions and reasons why attention should be paid to
these special issues is necessary to create a pattern on these textiles. In this process, the
question is: what was the main reason for marking the issue of captivity on textiles during
this period of Shah Tahmasb’s rule? That it is answered by the approach of historical
sociology from Teda Scotchpool’s point of view in the strategy of analyzing causal
systems in history; This strategy, which bases its assessment on accuracy in interconnected
historical and social events and happenings, examines the political and social conditions
of Shah Tahmasb’s period and changes the approach of the artistic supporter to the former
subjects for patterning on textiles and the tendency to this new issue concludes that a series
of interrelated factors in this period led to the issue of captivity to textiles, among which
were the internal disputes of the Ghezelbash, the repentance of Shah Tahmasb, and the
rivalry with the Ottomans in the war against the infidels, as well as religious restrictions in
the illustrations of the book as well as the practical role of textiles in managing the inner
feelings of the individual and the propaganda aspect of these textiles to show the power
and spiritual influence prevailing in the region have been effective in this role-playing.
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