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An Investigation of Boxes of Painted Scales of the
First Qajar Period

Elahe Panjehpashi

Abstract

A scale 1s a measuring device that is traditionally composed of one or two scales and
has different weights and scales. In the Qajar period, portable gqapan boxes were designed
in rectangular boxes in which the weights were designed and placed inside and the inside
and outside were decorated with lacquer paintings. Apart from the historical aspect, these
qapan are one of the art and art examples of recent periods in the history of Iranian art.
The first aspect of the importance of this issue is different design, decorative paintings
and a combination of art and science. Six boxes - Qapan with painted boxes are studied
and introduced in this research, five of which are in the Bonhams auction and one in
the British Museum, all of which are painted, portable and have scales. The study of
these Qapan boxes is important for their conceptual, decorative and visual features. The
construction of this box-qapan began in the first Qajar period and is important in terms
of artistic-applied style. The purpose of this study, considering the importance of these
boxes, is to introduce, examine and study their visual characteristics. The question of this
research is how the space around the box were worked on? What design do these boxes
have? What sections are there in each box? This research was based on a descriptive-
analytical method, library resources and museum samples outside Iran were studied
and the data analysis was based on the study of visual principles and rules used in the
appearance of boxes. The results of this study show that these box-caps are functional
and portable. It is painted and decorated with high quality and has a variety of designs.
Weights and scales are placed inside the boxes and painted on the inside and outside of
the box and covered with varnish on wood. Some of the boxes have designs of the king
and his children, which indicate that it was a court order.

Keywords: Qajar, box-lid, scales, box, lacquer painting
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