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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
M Context and purpose: Rural production cooperatives play an important role in sustainable rural development and are one of the
advanced stages of cooperation. Rural production cooperatives play a very important role in reducing rural poverty by increasing
Keywords: production efficiency and can provide services that governments are unable to provide for poor people. The purpose of this
research was to investigate the role of rural production cooperatives in improving the status of the 12 components of Legatum

* Education welfare in rural areas.
e Security Methodology/approach. The present research was conducted using a survey and descriptive-correlational methodology. The
» Governance statistical population of the present study consisted of 17,493 rural household members and non-members in rural production
o Social capital cooperatives of Miandoab city and 377 households were randomly selected. Data were collected through structured interviews
o Investment and analyzed using SPSS27 and LISREL software 8.8.
environment Findings and conclusions. The results showed that rural production cooperatives play an effective role in improving the 12
) structures of Legatum welfare (including safety and security; personal freedom; governance; social capital; investment
Received: environment; entrepreneurial conditions; market access and infrastructure; economic conditions; living conditions; health;

7 December 2021 education and natural environment). Meanwhile, rural production cooperatives played the biggest role in improving the education

REVi59d1 component. In the end, practical suggestions were presented.

22 Originality. Previous studies have investigated the role of one or two components of welfare, and none of the previous studies
Accepted: have addressed the role of all components of welfare simultaneously, which is considered among the innovations of the current
Rllavieces research
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose: Rural production cooperatives, as one of the most important levers for the production of agricultural goods
and crops, are considered to be in charge of ensuring food security in the country, which requires more attention to this sector.
Since rural and agricultural development is a multi-dimensional process that aims to improve the quality of life and welfare of the
rural community, increase the productivity of agriculture and food industries, change in land ownership and income distribution,
increase social mobility and change the patterns of participation in decision-making through cooperatives; can be effective in the
development of rural areas.

A review of the literature on welfare indicators shows that one of the most important sets of welfare indicators in the world is
provided by the Legatum Institute. Every year since 2007, this institute has provided the level of prosperity for the countries of the
world and components such as safety and security, individual freedom, governance, social capital, investment environment,
conditions of companies, access to the market and infrastructure, economic quality, It measures living conditions, health and
hygiene, education and natural environment. This research aims to investigate the role of rural production cooperatives in
improving the welfare of rural households in Miandoab city.

Methodology/approach. The present research was conducted using survey and descriptive-correlational methodology. The
statistical population of this research was made up of 17493 rural households with rural production cooperative companies in
Miandoab city, and 377 households were randomly selected. Data were collected through structured interviews.

Findings and conclusions.

The results showed that rural production cooperatives have an effective role in establishing the welfare components of rural
households in Miandoab city, and the average of this effect is 3.56; which shows the positive effect of the establishment of
cooperatives in improving the overall wellfare of rural households. In addition, all the 12 components of welfare are more than
cutpoint: 3; according to the extracted averages. The results also indicate that among 12 components, the education component
with an average of 3.62 had the highest value and the investment environment component with an average of 3.47 had the lowest
value in the stability of welfare components.

Originality. In spite of numerous studies regarding the state of establishment of welfare components in rural areas, none of the
researches have investigated all dimensions at once. Comparison of different dimensions of welfare and the role of rural
cooperatives in their improvement and that the role of cooperatives in the education of rural residents; is considered among the
innovations of the present research.
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