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Soft modeling of factors affecting the commercialization of humanities*
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Abstract

Objective: To date, research on the commercialization of the humanities has been mainly empirical, and
various theoretical perspectives have been adopted. Therefore, there is great potential for humanities
research to use theories for commercialization. The present study was conducted with the aim of
identifying the factors affecting the commercialization of humanities researches with a structural-
interpretive approach.

Materials and methods: The main strategy of the research has been the simultaneous use of the
gualitative method of thematic analysis and the quantitative method of structural-interpretive modeling in
a sequential mixed manner. In the qualitative part, theoretical saturation was achieved after interviewing
12 experts. In this research, 318 open codes (initial concept), 154 basic themes, 28 organizing themes and
7 overarching themes were identified. The overarching themes are: communication network, wealth
creation, policy making, result orientation, knowledge-orientedness, common understanding and system
efficiency. The research sample in the quantitative section was 9 research managers in the universities of
Tehran.

Results: The final model is composed of 5 levels, the components of "weakness in needs assessment and
systematic view" are in the fifth level and "rules and regulations™ are in the fourth level in terms of
influence in the designed model. Also, components such as "trust-building, pragmatism, appeal, quality-
orientedness, application, and..." are at the first level. The analysis of the intensity of influence and
dependence using MICMAC shows that the "systematic view" component is of an independent type,
which is characterized by high influence and low influence. The rest of the components are of the
interface type, because their impact is very high and any small change on them causes fundamental
changes in the system.

Conclusion: Research managers can achieve successful results by using the presented model, and they
should act in a way so that the research fits the needs of the society and the needs of the industry, and
there should be a systematic look at all the processes of the universities.

Keywords: commercialization challenges, commercialization challenges in humanities, software modeling.
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