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The Phase and Incorporation in Ergative Constructions
in Koohmare Sorkhi Dialect

Abolfazl Mosaffa Jahromi ™!

Introduction

Research Background

Incorporation has been a problematic issue in generative view and
until recently there is no coherent approach for its justification. But
phase theory of Chomsky (2000) has provided a new path into
incorporation. Fundamental to phase theory is Phase Impenetrability
Condition. This condition causes parts of a phrase inaccessible to
outside except its edge. Approaches toward cliticization in generative
view look into this matter in terms of adjunction and incorporation. It
has been proposed in literature that incorporation is the result of
movement found in Mavrogiorgos (2006) and Marantz (2001). The
central idea is that minimal categories can, and under certain highly
restricted conditions, adjoin to the left edge of other minimal
categories. The precondition for this operation is that the moved
category must be a defective goal, probed by the minimal phase it
attaches to (Roberts, 2010, p.4).

The account of clitic incorporation sketched here has the following
general consequence. Incorporation can take place only where the
label of the incorporee is non-distinct from that of the incorporation
host. Another point is that phase’s words should have a left edge that
is transparent to the outside. This is where the link to clitics comes in.
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Incorporation and phase are viewed as two independent domains.
General trends in Persian has been an issue in that incorporation is not
justifiable based on neither morphological nor syntactic approaches.
Other approaches review the matter in relation to inchoatives or verb
types (states, activities, accomplishments, and achievements) in
Persian. Phase theory has also been studied in relation to agreement,
subject raising, extraction from adjectives and nouns in Persian, also
clitic hosts in Ardalani Kurdish language.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

Koohmare Sorkhi shows no difference in intransitive and present
transitive constructions so that agreement clitics are realized ending on
verbs. In contrast, past transitive constructions differ from Persian in
that subject is incorporated to the left edge of the verbs and the result
is such forms as “om goft” which seems to be the reminiscent of
ergative structures in the past. To produce “om goft” V is moved to T
to satisfy features and in post syntactic cycle adjunction provides a
necessary condition for incorporation. Thus, after movement, the
following tree diagram will be generated:

-I—*min
/\V*min
[UdUV]
V*min V*min

The node T includes uninterpretable phi features including [Tpast] and
v feature that is the cause for movement. The feature [Tpast] gives us
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the reason why incorporation is only possible in past forms. As
incorporation happens when adjunction provides a new node and the
label is no different, bare phrase syntax helps to generate new node
and incorporation happens. The tree diagram will be as the following
when incorporation happens. A new node is produced above V as an
empty syntactic slot for incorporation ipso facto.

-I—*min

min

[UdUV]

V*min

VN

V*min V*min

Conclusion

Among many dialects of Persian including Koohmare Sorkhi, subject
is realized as clitics on verbs in transitive past forms. Cliticization is
realized on the left edge of verbs. Incorporation is possible if VP is
phase in past transitive constructions. The cause for movement to T is
the feature V, and the incorporation happens post-syntactically after
feature deletion and adjunction provides a new node for the
incorporation.
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