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Research background * Corresponding Author's E-mail:
Until now, no research has investigated this proverb and the present |jafarimohammad@modares.ac.ir
work is considered the first research on this subject.

Research questions and objectives:

"Like a Daf with an earring (ring) in the ear " is one of the proverbs
recorded in the two authoritative books of proverbs Dehkhoda's book
of proverbs and wisdoms and Zolfaghari’s Great Collection of Persian
Proverbs in the field of Persian proverbs. (Dehkhoda, 1984, Vol. 3, p.
1423; Zolfaghari, 2010, Vol. 2, p. 1610).

In this research, we tried to find out the background, the course of
transformation and the use of this proverb in the Persian language, and
these questions were raised accordingly:

1. What is the background and origin of this proverb?

2. How was the process of transformation and its application based on
the texts?

3. How long has this proverb been used for?

4. What could be the reasons for creating this parable?
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Main discussion
At first, we checked the features of proverbs and then we searched for
its origins.

Since in Iranian culture, on the one hand, wearing a ring in one's
ear is a sign of adornment, fertility, dependence, expression of
servitude, low dependence, and magic, and on the other hand, the
history of the use of ringed Daf's is available from sixth century AH, it
could be concluded that the existence of ear ring culture was the main
reason for the origin of the proverb.

Depicting the Daf as a person being beaten by the hand of its player
is a frequent image in Persian literature. These cases, in addition to the
geometric fit of the ear with the Daf (being a circle), provide the
grounds for the emergence of the desired proverb. After this
background, we looked for the usage of the proverb in the ancient
texts and we found examples of poetry from the sixth century of Hijra.
Then, we found out the scope of its use - of course, with changes in
the phrasing of the proverb - until the fourteenth century of Hijra,
considering that there are no more traces of it in the present era.

Conclusion

The date of the origin of the proverb "like a Daf with an earring (ring)
in the ear™ is not really clear; what is certain is that it was used in the
northern and central regions of Iran in the 6th century AH. It can be
considered as a general proverb that entered the poetry of poets from
the vernacular or that it became popular from the poetry of poets
especially the poets of the 6th century and the poetry of Khagani
Sharvani and other writers who tried to promote it by its adaptation.
The use of this parable has been dependent on the presence of its
presence in society. Ancient Iranians were familiar with ringed Daf's
and played it in various ceremonies.
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Since the shape of the circular Daf did not fit with the ear geometry
and social culture, which was familiar to the captives, servants, and
slaves, and on the other hand, they valued playing the Daf and self-
made instruments, it was used in different eras, which is from about
the sixth century of Hijri to about the thirteenth and fourteenth century
of Hijri, for a period of almost 800 years.

During this period, Iranians have used the phrase " like a Daf with
an earring (ring) in the ear " with a change and transformation in the
type of phrasing but keeping its deep structure, which either implied
the theme of being a captive and a servant, or being used in order to
expand the word and periphrases in their speech. The disappearance of
this proverb has started from the place where the social culture has
changed, such that being an earring is no longer used except for
decoration, and the social attitude towards the subject of music as well
as the Daf instrument, which has always increased in popularity,
changing from a negative attitude to a positive attitude.
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