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1. Review of Literature

So far as the literature shows, it can be indicated that there has not *Corresponding Author's E-mail:
been any remarkable research on the bite-taking tradition amongst the 29haknani46@yahoo.com
culture of Bakhtiari people so far. However, some of the studies have

been concerned with investigating the instances of swearing in the

Iranian ancient culture, Bakhtiari folk culture and other Iranian ethnic

races. To name but a few, Khaje-gir et.al. has accounted for different

sorts of swearing such as fire, flowing water, bread and salt, the sun,

and the soul of the beloved ones amongst the Bakhtiari people. The

authors concluded that the mentioned instances can be deemed as the

most important and common manifestations of swearing in the

Bakhtiari culture. Similarly, Pourdawod studied the swearing tradition

in the Avesta. Along studying the etymology of the swearing tradition,

Rahbar maintains that such a tradition is a remnant of drinking

Sulphur water in the Iranian ancient culture. Heidari has followed up

on this issue in the Ferdowsi’s Shahname and Siyavash tale. Jahandide
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has also accounted for swearing tradition and its various
manifestations in Baluchi culture.

2. Research objectives and questions

The objectives of the present study can be summarized in terms of
understanding the bite-taking tradition as an instance of Var tradition
in Iranian ancient culture, preserving and illuminating the functions,
and analyzing the epic themes of bite taking tradition. The main
research questions address the reviewing the mythical roots and
backgrounds of this tradition as well as the practical forms of
performing the mentioned-tradition. Also, we shall be concerned with
the similarities between bite-taking and Var tradition in Iranian
ancient culture.

3. Discussion

Swearing ritual can be counted as one of the juridical processes like

swearing for the fire and bread furnace, flowing water, bread and salt,

the sun shine, dead people, and the soul of the beloved ones, which

have long been practiced unchanged by Bakhtiari people (Ghanbari,

2012; Khaje-gir et.al., 2019). Bite-taking tradition is considered as one

of the instances of Iranian Var tradition. As the criminal acts such as

robbery and murder were approved, bite-taking practice was

perfromed among Bakhtiari people with the swearing of divine bite-

taker. The procedures of holding bite-taker Var tradition in Bakhtiari

culture is as follows:

1. The existence of lawsuits and accusations among the parties; the
claim of the plaintiff (plaintiff) to commit a crime;

2. Bringing a complaint to the Mullah and judging the parties (setting
up a court);

3. Proving the charge, identifying the accused and offering the
claimant and counter-claimant to perform the oath ceremony;
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4. Specifying the place and time of swearing;

5. Accepting the properties and the general public;

6. Preparing the necessary tools and equipment, most of which is a big
fire made of oak wood (doing the test) in front of the people.

4. Conclusion

The bite-taking ritual is the last solution to prove the correctness of the
speech and distinguish the innocent from the guilty. This test has been
one of the manifestations of swearing in Bakhtiari culture, which has a
mythological background, and it should be considered as a remnant of
the ritual of drinking sulfur water in Iranian ancient culture, during a
special ceremony, on the accused and in broad daylight in the main
square of the village. A Mullah, as a mediator, conducts the test, while
identifying the accused and in the presence of everyone, gives the
accused hot food on which he has recited a poem. The accused eats
the hot food and if his throat gets stuck, he is guilty, otherwise he is
innocent. The result of the test is determined in this way.

The elements in this narrative include the existence of a lawsuit
between the parties and the accusation of the claimant against the
other party, the setting up of a court and the trial of the parties,
proving the accusation and identifying the accused, preparing for the
test by performing rituals such as bathing, wearing white clothes,
perfume and scenting body. Holding a test on the candidates in the
presence of everyone and the result of the test is an expression of the
principles that were manifested in the culture of Iranian ancient
culture. Some of the elements in the story of Siavash such as passing
through the fire in Shahnameh, the oath and its traces in Persian
literature take root from the text of Avesta and Shahnameh. Also, the
quality of the test of drinking sulfur water shows that the bite test is
one of the rites of Var tradition which has its roots in in ancient
Iranian culture.
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b) Field sources (interviewees)

Aghakhani, A. 55 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Miankoh Felard.
Islamabad village. A school rancher. Code 7.

Fathi, A. 63 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Miankoh Felard. Sepidar
village. A school mullah. Code 2.

Fathi, S. 73 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Miankoh Felard. Sefidar
village. Illiterate the housekeeper. Code 8.

Ghorbani, G. 62 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Miankoh Felard
Dehno village. Illiterate rancher. Code 5.

Ghorbani, S. 70 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Miankoh Felard.
Gandab village. A school Mullah. Code 3.

Hemti, B. 63 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Miankoh Felard.
Bizhgan village. School. Farmer. Code 6.

Kayani, M. 60 years old. Ardal city. Arjal village. School Mullah. Code 10.

Kohiani, A. 75 years old. Ardal city. Arjal village. School Building. Code 9.

Layeghi, R. 71 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Felard. Parvaz. Old
village. School rancher. Code 1.

Vesey, A. 65 years old. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. Felard. Parvaz. Old
village. School. Farmer. Code 4.
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