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one of the important features of folk tales is figure-transformation and 2amani@kub.ac.ir
mythological elements that are rooted in beliefs, beliefs, rituals and
customs. Figure-transformation is a change in the structure and
identity of a person or thing using supernatural forces. In this state, a
person or an object changes from one state to another and changes its
appearance, and this change of the object or person is revealed both
externally and internally (Rostegarfasai, 2004, pp. 42-43). Figure-
transformation  includes such things as: "changing supernatural
beings into humans, changing humans into animals or plants, objects
or supernatural beings, changing the state of objects into the bodies of
plants, animals, and humans, human empowerment in accessing the
water of life, the ability to speak with animals, attaining eternal life or
penetrating the world below the soil or above the sky, reading and
knowing the future, etc.” (ibid.). Figure-transformation has a
significant frequency in Iranian stories, including in popular stories of
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Khorasan. Also, the myths related to kill a relative, immortality, and
the ritual of sacrifice have found an objective and tangible image in
various forms of representation in folk tales.

Based on this, it can be said that stories and legends are bed of myths;
that is, key concepts in myths occur in the context of stories. People
put their myths and ancient beliefs in the form of stories, especially
folk stories (Khalghi Babaei et al., 2022, p. 81).

Research aims

The purpose of this study is to show the importance of figure-
transformation considering the mythological motifs and ancient rituals
of Iran, such as the sacredness of horses, fire, trees, clouds, water, etc.
Research questions

The study aims to answer the following questions:

1. What are the types of portrayal in Khorasan folk tales?

2. How have mythological motifs been represented in different forms
of representation and have they preserved their mythological
functions?

Hypotheses

The following hypotheses are put forth for the above-mentioned
questions:

1. According to the breadth and variety of popular stories of Khorasan,
this hypothesis can be proposed that there are various forms of
representation in them.

2. The change of composition and nature of objects, animals, plants
and humans in the Figure-transformation makes this hypothesis
possible that folk tales are the objectified form of ancient myths.
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Data collection

In this article, four volumes of the ten-volume collection of legends of
Khorasan, including the second volume and the third volume of
legends of Khorasan: The Legends of the City of Neishabur, the fifth
volume entitled The Golden Shoe Girl: The Legends of Torbat
Heydarieh and the seventh volume entitled Hai Khorasan: Esfrain,
which contains a total of 79 stories, were studied and 165 stories were
extracted. These configurations can be classified into different types
such as: conversation between humans and animals, transforming
objects into representations of humans and animals and talking
objects, transforming humans into animals and vice versa,
transforming plants into humans and vice versa, human conversations
with natural phenomena, artificial transformation of humans,
transformation of non-human beings into humans and so on.

Analysis and discussion

In the representation of talking animals, animals such as lions, snakes
and horses have a mythological basis. The lion is a symbol of death
(Bahar, 2004, p. 183) and the hero's victory over the lion is a sign of
renewed life and overcoming death. The snake is a symbol of treasure
(Bahar, 1998, p. 46) and helps the hero in achieving wealth and
power. Also, it is the reflection of God-Serpent or the protection of the
snake from the goddesses. The horse is a symbol of victory
(Pourdaud, 1998, p. 305) and brings its owner to victory. Reeds and
mirrors have a mythological meaning in the Figure-transformation of
fossils into human beings. A reed is a symbol of holiness and occult
learning, and a mirror is a symbol of wisdom and prophecy. In the
metamorphosis of objects such as wood, stone, and wickedness into
humans. Also, in the figure-transformation of wood (plant) into
humans, the mythological motifs of plant descent and the desire for
immortality can be seen. In the transformation of man into animal, in
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cases such as the transformation of a man into a rooster and jackal, it
is a symbol of the end of evil, and the figure-transformation of a man
into a dove is a symbol of life. The transformation of a dove into a girl
by the spring is a reminder of the goddess Anahita, who was the
goddess of fertility and blessing. The figure -transfiguration of man
into a plant (such as reed and flower) and the figure-transformation of
a plant into a human (watermelon and pomegranate) speak of the
mythological origin of the plant descent (Eliadeh, 1949, p. 27). The
figure-transformation of non-human creatures such as demons, fairies
and dragons into humans and animals is a reflection of ancient Iranian
mythological beliefs, according to which demons and fairies are
demonic beings and dragons are the cause of drought and famine.
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Table 3: Figure-transformation of things to human
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Table 4: Figure-transformation of animal to human
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Table 5: Figure-transformation of human to animal
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Table 6: Figure-transformation of plant to human and fairly
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Table 7: Figure-transformation of human to plant
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Table 8: Figure-transformation of Non-human beings to humans and

animals
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