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Literature review

In the field of petrification, no independent research has been _ , .
. . Corresponding Author's E-mail:

compiled so far, and we can only refer to the following. Rastgar|tazadfarzi@gmail.com

Fasaei in the book titled Imagination in Mythology has discussed the

myth-making elements and the shifts and transformations of Iranian

myths in the field of Iranian literature and culture. Ansari et al.

investigated the various forms of personification in the legends of the

Iranian people. Hormati and Azarbarzin investigated the types of body

transformation from human to human, human to animal, animal to

human, human to plant, and inanimate object.

Research objectives and questions

In this research, we aimed to investigate and analyze why and how
petrification occurs and what its types are. Then, the common origin
of this type of representation with the mythological basis of other
tribes was discussed. This article seeks to answer these questions:
What are the causes of petrification in Kurdish folktales? What are the
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tools for petrification in Kurdish folktales? What are the tools to get
rid of petrification? What is the ultimate goal of petrification? What
are the similarities between petrification and metamorphosis in
Kurdish folktales with the legends of other nations?

Main discussion

Tales and legends are stories in which people, animals or imaginary
creatures create incredible adventures. "The graphic story is an
important part of the cultural heritage of every people and nation, in
which traditional values and cultural, psychological contexts, social
incidents and accidents are reflected” (Marzolph, 2016, 15). The
Kurds have been one of the old inhabitants of the western parts of the
Iranian plateau, their native and local customs have always carried a
celebration of Iranian traditions and national identity passed from
generation to generation. They have left their historical memory for
generations. So far as the importance of storytelling among the Kurds
and its effect on the neighboring tribes are concerned, Minorski
indicates that "Reciting Kurdish songs and legends has become a
permanent habit among the Assyrians™ (Salimi, 2010, 90). There is a
large volume of Kurdish stories and legends related to magical stories
and supernatural beings, which indicates the strong presence of
mythical and mystical ideas among the Kurds. This research was
carried out in a descriptive-analytical way based on the library sources
and field research in such a way that by examining fifty stories from
Kurdish folktales, a total of five stories have a theme related to
petrification was observed. These folktales are: 1. "Kooh Siah" 2.
"Malk Ahmad and Malk Khurshid”, 3. "Shirzad Shirdel", 4.
“Kholzai", and 5. "Malk Jamshid".

Conclusion

One of these mythological beliefs in folktales and stories is the turning
of the body into petrification. Being stoned to death is a punishment
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for a mistake that has occurred, or due to excessive pride and desire or
ignorance. The soul of a transformed person remains in a stagnant
state for some time due to the hatred of his enemies or the punishment
of his sins. The causes of petrification in Kurdish legends are: 1.
Failure in terms of knowledge and wisdom, 2. Chasing a deer, 3.
Staying hidden from people's eyes, and 4. Fighting with a demon. In
addition, some tools are necessary for petrification. these magical
tools are: 1. stick or turban, 2. demon's blood, 3. curse, and 4.-
dragging the pursuers and stepping on piles of stones. In order to get
out of the spell and blow the spirit into the bodies of the stoned
people, some other requirements are needed. These include: 1.
obtaining or stealing a demon's magic stick or relic, 2. killing a deer,
3. obtaining a mixture of a hundred herbs, and 4. killing an old woman
and pouring the demon's fat on stones and reciting a magical verse.
Finally, by considering the mythological foundations of tales in their
archetypal context, we can see the ultimate goal of becoming a stone
in the effort of the dark parts of the unconscious to dominate the
whole episode. In the mentioned tales, the hidden and dark part of the
unconscious appears in different archetypes of the shadow on the
heroes and characters and tries to create a deep change in their nature
by turning them into stone.
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