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Abstract

Endowment, in the sense of giving al or part of property and assets or income from it to
others, is one of the pious and philanthropic things that have been done throughout the
history of Iran by individuals and different social groups, including women. The aim of
the current research is to investigate the endowments of the women of Qazvin, from the
beginning of the Qajar period to the end of the reign of Naser a-Din Shah, and by
relying on documentary and library sources and using the content analysis method,
issues such as the intention of the women of the wagif, their social status, amount and
diversity Examine and explain endowments and their functions. The result shows that
most of the women were aware of the high social classes such as nobles, merchants and
clerics. The intention of most of them was to endow their possessions and possessions,
to gain the pleasure of God and the reward of the hereafter. Among the endowment
properties, rural agricultural lands and shops were the most abundant, and in the
discussion of endowments, religious functions, especialy tazih and mourning for Imam
Hussain were the first priority, and charity was the next priority.
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Introduction

According to Islamic laws, women have the right to property and financial
independence and can use their property in any way they see fit. One of their uses
throughout history has been pious and benevolent affairs. They used to dedicate a part
of their property and assets to public affairs for the pleasure of God and to obtain the
reward of the hereafter or any other intention, and by doing this, in social activities,
maintaining and continuing religious ceremonies and rituals and They participated in
cultural activities, setting up educational and health ingtitutions, solving poverty and
other problems of the society. This pious custom and practice existed during different
periods of Iran's history, but from the Safavid period, it expanded greatly with the
support of the kings of this dynasty on the issue of endowment, and the many
endowments that they and their subordinates made. Although at the time of the fall of
the Safavids and the period of Nadir Shah Afshar, there were seizures in the
endowments and the amount of endowments was reduced, but with the beginning of the
Qajar period, the issue of endowment once again came to the attention of kings and
other social classes and women, along with men. , dedicated their property and assets.
Regardless of the fact that the amount of women's endowments compared to men was
low due to their weak financial base and the number of wealthy women in the society
was limited compared to men, and for this reason, they have been given less attention in
historical books and new researches. But the masculinity of history and historiography
has not been unaffected by this neglect of women's issues, including their endowments.
In any case, women's endowments have been less investigated and researched and
require scientific research. The authors of the present study, considering this research
gap regarding this important and influential issue in the society, chose the endowments
of Qazvin women in the Qajar period as the subject of research in order to get a clear
picture of the goals of the women of Wagif as much as possible by relying on the
available documents and sources. their social status, endowed property and women's
endowment expenses.

Resear ch background

Research No comprehensive and scientific research has been done regarding the
endowments of Qazvin women during the Qgar period. Of course, in the research
conducted on the endowments of Qazvin or the endowments of women in the Qajar
period, scattered and genera information about this has been stated. Among these
researches, we can mention the article "Cultural and socia functions of the endowment
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ingtitution in Qazvin during the Qajar period" written by Alireza Qara Mohammad,
which mainly deals with the endowments of men and has little information about
women. Or that Zahra Mohammad Ali in her dissertation entitled "Investigation of the
endowment situation in Qazvin during the Pahlavi period of 1304-1357" has provided
scattered information about the endowments of Qazvin women during the Qajar period.
In the article " Several endowment documents related to Qazvin" written by Mohammad
Debirsiyaghi, there are also documents from Qazvin during the Safavid and Qgjar
periods, which are all related to men's endowments. Therefore, it can be said that no
independent scientific research has been done regarding the endowments of Qazvin
women during the Qajar period, and the present research is the first research that deals
with thisissue in a scientific and specialized manner and is therefore innovative.

Resear ch M ethodology

The aim of the current research is to investigate the endowments of the women of
Qazvin, from the beginning of the Qajar period to the end of the reign of Naser al-Din
Shah, and by relying on documentary and library sources and using the content analysis
method, issues such as the intention of the women of the waqif, their social status,
amount and diversity Examine and explain endowments and their functions.

Results

The result of the research shows that most of the women were aware of the high social
classes such as nobles, merchants and clerics. The intention of most of them was to
endow their possessions and possessions, to gain the pleasure of God and the reward of
the hereafter. Among the endowment properties, rural agricultural lands and shops were
the most abundant, and in the discussion of endowments, religious functions, especialy
ta’zih and mourning for Imam Hussain (AS) were the first priority, and charity was the
next priority.

Conclusion

In the present study, the endowments of Qazvin women were examined from the
beginning of the Qajar dynasty to the end of the Nasrid era, and the following results
were obtained. What was the position and social origin of Qazvini women? Examining
the titles used next to the names of women and their fathers and husbands, as well asthe
type and amount of their endowments, shows that the vast magjority of women belong to
the upper socia strata and classes, including the royal family, nobles and nobles,
clergymen and businessmen. and few cases of women who knew belonged to the lower
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classes of the society, because such families basically did not have much wealth and
property to endow. About what intention and motivation did the women in the know
donate their property? It can be safely said that the main and primary intention of most
of them was to obtain divine pleasure and the afterlife reward, which is mentioned in the
text of most of the endowments. Of course, since the intention is an internal matter, it
cannot be determined with certainty. Fear of usurpation and confiscation of property
and endowment with the intention of gaining popularity and social acceptance have
been other motivations of wagifs. About the type and amount of endowments of
Qazvini women, the results show that rural agricultural lands and gardens constituted
about two-thirds of endowments, and after that, shops located in Qazvin city were the
most abundant. In the meantime, three cases of endowment of a set of dishes were also
done, which are usualy less common in men's endowments. The endowment of a
personal library by a literate woman from a clerical family also attracts attention.
Regarding the uses and functions of endowments, it should be acknowledged that
taiziyeh and mourning for Imams, especially Imam Hussein (AS) was a priority, and in
many endowments, mourning is the only or one of the uses of endowments, which
shows special belief and devotion. It is related to Imam Hussain (AS) and the event of
Ashura in Karbala. After mourning, charity and alms accounted for most of the
endowments. In the next level were the recitation of the Quran and the promotion of
religious sciences and support for seminary students, which shows the special attention
of women who are familiar with the promotion and propagation of religious topics,
especialy Shiism. In general, the religious and public benefits were the main function
of the endowments of Qazvini women, and only in two cases was the endowment done
to the children.

Keywords. Qazvin, Endowments, Women benefactor, Qajar period.
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