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Critical Examination of
the Moderate Naturalized M etaphysics

Hassan Amiriara’

Abstract

Morganti and Tahko advocate a kind of metaphysics that they call "moderate
naturalized metaphysics." This moderate naturalism concerning metaphysics differs
crucially with, on the one hand, Ladyman & Ross's radical project of naturalizing
metaphysics and, on the other hand, proposals aiming to defend the autonomy of
metaphysics, such as those of Larry Paul and Jonathan Lowe. Morganti and Tahko hold
that metaphysics overlaps with natural sciences in terms of subject matter and has a
sufficient degree of independence from it in terms of method. In this article, 1 will
outline this naturalistic project, mainly in contrast with the meta-metaphysical views of
Ladyman & Ross, Lowe, and Paul. Then | attempt to examine and criticize it, arguing
that their project faces two main challenges. First, it cannot suitably address the overlap
between metaphysics and science regarding the subject matter. Second, it cannot
provide a criterion for limiting and constraining the metaphysical activity based on
naturalism.
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