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Abstract

The fertility rite is one of the most common rites in most ancient civilizations. Today,
manifestations of fertility rites and footprints of fairy and Anahita as gods and symbols
of fertility can still be seen in many local and indigenous ceremonies, songs and plays in
different parts of Iran. This research has introduced and traced the components and rituals
of myths of fertility in Mazar-e-Pariyan (Fairies Tomb), South Khorasan, and their relation
with Anahita, the fertility goddess of ancient Iran. The rites of South Khorasan Mazar-e-
Pariyan include sacrifice and offering gifts, offering votive foods, overnight stay in the
tomb, dancing and rejoicing, special naming, etc. The roots of these rites were also studied
in this research and it was found that the rites of this Mazar are derived from the worship
of Anahita, the fertility goddess of ancient Iran. However, in the Islamic era, the fairy was
evolved and though to be equal to the jinn due to some similarities between them. Therefore,
some popular beliefs about the jinn found their way into fairy tales and, consequently, to
the fertility rites of South Khorasan Mazar-e-Pariyan.
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