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The Role of Villages in Preserving the Role of Pishkhani in Ta’ziyeh: A case
Study of Sarkhong in South Khorasan Province
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Abstract

Ta’ziyeh has been established based on a set of mythical rituals and religious beliefs, where
the long-standing connection between poetry, music and drama has led to the development of
each of them. Ta’ziyeh is a ritual that cannot be done without an introduction and a context.
Among the preliminaries of Ta’ziyeh is pishkhani, which is an entrance for the spectators
and listeners to enter the main event. In the present study, conducted by documentary and
survey methods, the pishkhani of shabihkhani ceremonies in Sarkhong Village, South
Khorasan Province, which is one of the oldest Shabihkhani centers in the province, have
been briefly reviewed and introduced. The importance of the present research is that some
of the elements introduced here have beene mentione in none of the recent written sources,
which gives more authenticity and originality to the research. Based on the evidence, the
existing manuscripts of Ta’ziyeh are related to the Qajar era, and shabihkhani ceremonies
in this village have been performed uninterrupted from that period to the present, with all
its introductions and endings.
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