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An Analytical Study on Common Mythical Symbols and Elements in
Shahnameh and Odes by Shams

Asiyeh Ghavami: PhD Candidate, Persian Language & Literature, Salman —
e Farsi University, Kazeroun

Farhad Barati: Faculty Member, Persian Language & Literature, Salman — e
Farsi University, Kazeroun

Abstract

The subject of "Shams' Ods" — by Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi — is the
expression of mystical concept and divine love. Rumi has enjoyed mythical
symbols to explain mystical concepts and other poetic themes throughout
the mentioned odes. The present article studies the elements of myth
including the characters, creatures and symbols that have had a mystical
manifestation appearance in "Shams' Odes". Studied elements, creatures and
characters in this paper are Rostam, Zal, Kay Qobad, Sohrab, Esfandiar,
Zahak, Kay Kavus, Mani, Kay Khosrow and mythical creatures such as
Mount Qaf, Gypaetus and Phoenix which the most important source
is "Shahnameh" by Ferdowsi. The result of this research is that Rumi has
benefited the extravagant epic works including Ferdowsi's "Shahnameh" by
citing the elements of myth and epic in order to better explain the mystical
themes and concepts in "Shams's Odes" so that scholars of mystical
literature have considered it as an obvious and valuable sample of mystical
epic.

Keywords: Molana, Shams' Odes, Ferdowsi, Shahnameh, symbol, myth,
epic.



