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The right to political participation is a fundamental human right that
derives from self-determination. This right is set out in important
instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the European
Convention on Human Rights, and etc. One of the obvious aspects of
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the right to political participation is the right to vote. The views of
these instruments on voting are a rights-based view towards citizens
and a commitment-based view towards governments. However, in
some countries there is an electoral system in which voting and
participation in elections is a civic duty and not doing so is liable for
punishment. In this study, using a descriptive-analytical method, while
reviewing the views of institutions such as the Human Rights
Committee and the European Commission on Human Rights, we are
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seeking to answer this question: is compulsory voting in conflict with
human rights instruments? The findings of the study indicate that what
is mandatory in a compulsory voting system is merely the presence of
the voter at the ballot box and casting a vote. As such, the observance

rights, ~ Human  Rights of the principle of secret voting prevents the violation of human rights

Committee, conflict, such as freedom of thought, freedom of opinion, freedom of

reconciliation. conscience and freedom of speech. Therefore, compulsory voting,
provided that voting is secret, does not conflict with human rights.
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1. The Right to Political Participation
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1. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, (General Assembly resolution 217 A)
1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966, General Assembly resolution 2200 A
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2. Ibid

3. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966, General Assembly
resolution 2200 A(XXI)

4. Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, ETS
No.009, Paris, 20/03/1952.
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1. American Convention on Human Rights, Adopted at the Inter-American Specialized Conference on
Human Rights, San Jose, Costa Rica, 22 November 19609.

2. (BANJUL) Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Adopted 27 June 1981, OAU Doc.
CAB/LEG/67/3 rev. 5, 21 I.L.M. 58 (1982), entered into force 21 October 1986)
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1. Any abusive interference with registration or voting as well as intimidation or coercion of voters
should be prohibited by penal laws and those laws should be strictly enforced.

2. The effective implementation of the right and the opportunity to stand for elective office ensures
that persons entitled to vote have a free choice of candidates.

3. elections must be conducted fairly and freely on a periodic basis within a framework of laws
guaranteeing the effective exercise of voting rights. Persons entitled to vote must be free to vote for any
candidate for election and for or against any proposal submitted to referendum or plebiscite, and free to
support or to oppose government, without undue influence or coercion of any kind which may distort or
inhibit the free expression of the elector's will. Voters should be able to form opinions independently,
free of violence or threat of violence, compulsion, inducement or manipulative interference of any kind.
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