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Abstract

Regulating pharmaceutical advertisements, due to its effects on
public safety and health, has highlighted the importance of
government intervention and its regulatory methods in this sector.
Regulating pharmaceutical advertising is very difficult because of
the dynamic nature of the pharmaceutical industry, the distinction
between prescription and non-prescription (over-the-counter) drugs,
and the dual advertising environments, namely, public/ professional.
Today, governments cooperate with other economic and social actors
to regulate various sectors of the economy. However, in view of the
direct relationship between health products and citizens' health, when
it comes to such products, governments should exercise adequate
supervision over the relevant regulatory bodies. Therefore, this paper
will examine the task of the government to regulate pharmaceutical
advertising. Then, with a qualitative method and a descriptive
approach, the mechanisms by which different countries regulate
pharmaceutical advertisements will be studied. We conclude that
despite the availability of various regulatory methods, governments
are trying to play a standard-setting role, even in self-regulatory
systems, to monitor the industry in order to support the interests of
pharmaceutical firms while also preserving public health.
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1. CAP News, A basic guide to prescription-only medicines, 7 Jul 2016,last date 25 November 2019,
available in: https://www.asa.org.uk/news/a-basic-guide-to-prescription-only-medicines.html

. Direct-to-consumer pharmaceutical advertising

. product claim ad

. reminder ad

. https:/iwww.cbc.ca/news/health/prescription-drug-ad-law-notable-for-lack-of-teeth-1.2867362

. help-seeking ad
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1. the Pharmaceutical Advertising Advisory Board (PAAB)
2. Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry
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1. the Poisons Law
2. Medicines And Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency
3. Proprietary Association of Great Britain
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1. FDA: Prescription Drug Advertising: Questions and Answers,2015,Last date 30 November 2019 ,
available in: https://www.fda.gov/drugs/prescription-drug-advertising/prescription-drug-
advertising-questions-and-answers

2. ICLG website, USA: Pharmaceutical Advertising 2019,available in: https://iclg.com/practice-
areas/pharmaceutical-advertising-laws-and-regulations/usa

3. https://practiceguides.chambers.com/practice-guides/pharmaceutical-advertising-2019/china
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