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Abstract
The study of the law of shipwrecks is extremely

significant concerning their effects on maritime
transportation,  marine  ecosystems,  government
economics, and even the international community. The
enactment of several national and international rules in
the context of the law of shipwrecks is an approved
turning point on this issue. However, it can be seen that
due to the divergence of opinions, a single definition
cannot be provided for a shipwreck. Further, in most
relevant conventions, providing the instances for
shipwreck has replaced its definition. The concept of
shipwreck, which is usually associated with two
objective (loss of navigation function) and subjective
(abandoning the ownership by owner and ship
abandonment) elements or one of them, has been
addressed in the legal systems. The concept in
conventions can be achieved from the instances
provided in them, which are usually accompanied by a
reference to one of the objective or subjective elements.
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3. An abandoned vessel, or something abandoned

off a vessel, which is An abandoned vessel, or

something abandoned off a vessel, which is either

afloat, stranded, aground or sunken.

4. Simpson, J. A. Weiner,esc& oxford university

press , 1989. The destruction of a ship at sea; a

shipwreck.

5. Ibid
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1. SHIPWRECK. The demolition or shattering of a
vessel, caused by her driving ashore or on rocks
and shoals in the midseas, or by the violence of
winds and waves in tempests. 2 Arn.Ins. p. 734
synonymous with ruin,smash, and demolish. Its
antonyms are save, salvage, and preserve. Star
Mfg. Co. v. Quarries,172 OKI. 550, 46 P.2d 497,
498. Destruction, dis-organization, or serious
injury of
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1. the “Abandoned Shipwreck Act of 19877, on
April 28, 1988.

2. Merchant Shipping Act enact and enforce in
1995 - Legislation.gov.uk.

3. In particular, the word “jetsam” describes goods
cast overboard to lighten a vessel in danger of
sinking, “flotsam” describes goods still floating at
sea lost from a ship which has sunk or otherwise
perished, “lagan” describes goods cast overboard
from a ship which afterwards perishes The word
“derelict” describes instead property, whether
vessel or cargo which has been abandoned and
deserted at sea by the owner, or the master and
crew who represent him without any hope of
recovering it (sine spe recuperandi) and without
the intention to return to it (sine animo revertendi.
4. Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.
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1. Entry “Wreck”, in the Encyclopedia Britannica,
14th ed., London, 1929, p. 801. From ancient
times a distinction has been made between wreck
floating or sunken and wreck cast ashore: what is
cast upon the shore by the sea was defined
“wreck” in the proper sense of the word (“wrecked
maries”) and belonged to the king inure coronae,
while floating or sunken wreck (“adventure
maries”) were subject to admiralty law. According
to Blackstone «In order to constitute a Legal
wreck, the goods must come to land. If they
continue at sea, the law distinguishes them by the
barbarous and uncouth appellations of jetsam,
flotsam and ligand. [...] These three are therefore
accounted so far a distinct thing from the former,
that by the king’s grant to a man of wrecks, things
jetsam, flotsam and ligan will not pass» (W.
BLACKSTONE, Commentaries on the Laws-
November 1765-par. 292.
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5. International Convention on Salvage, (London
28 April 1989, into force: 14 July 1996), 33479
UNTS.
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3. Wreck Act, 48 N.C.L. REV. 552, 561 (1970).

4. the Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act of
1899.
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1. Nairobi International Convention on the
Removal of Wrecks, (Nairobi,18 May, 2007; Entry
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1. Abondoned ship wreck act (pub.l.100-298,43
u.s.c2106) was signed into law by the president of
united states on april 28, 1988.

2. United States v. Bethlehem Steel Corp., 315
U.S. 289 (1942).

3. Gray harbor

4. https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/ 315/
289/ 1¥+\ cuigud,l V5.

5. Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.
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