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Abstract

Since the submission of its Written Statement to ICJ in the case of Kosovo
advisory opinion, Russian Federation has supported unilateral secession
theory. In this vein, one of the Russia's implicit legal pretexts in recognition
of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts' independence in Ukraine is the realization
of remedial secession (RS) theory as to these republics. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library resources as well as
field reports, the authors of this article aim to investigate the applicability of
RS theory on the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts’ independence in
Ukraine.due to the non-realization of the main conditions of RS, namely
denial of internal self-determination, the systematic, gross and long-term
violation of human rights of the separatist group, deadlock of negotiations
and lack of an alternative for secession and consideting the situation of these
oblasts in the framework of Ukraine and Minsk | and Il agreements between
the central government and the leaders of these two oblasts, it appears that
resorting to RS theory to justify the unilateral secession, and as a
consequence, recognition of Donetsk and Luhansk’s independence by Russia
has no legal basis.
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