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Rural  Development,  Local Governance is the art of guiding organizations and communities. What determines the lo-

Governance, Rural Management,

cal nature of governance is the degree of participation in achieving the goals and needs of

the local community. The aim of this study was to analyze the level of local governance and

Tonekabon  County

its determining factors in the villages of Tonekabon County, using a descriptive-analytical

approach. The population of the study included two groups of institutions in charge of rural

management (including 50 village governors, members of Islamic councils, and experts in

district governance) and 384 heads of households in 36 villages of more than 50 households

in Mir Shams-ol-Din, Golijan, Tameshkol, Kotri, and Baladeh rural districts. To analyze the

level of rural local governance, one-sample t-test and TOPSIS were used, and to analyze the

factors affecting rural governance, Pearson correlation coefficient and multivariate linear re-

gression were used. The indicators of local governance include participation, legitimacy, ac-

countability, responsibility, justice, consensus, transparency, efficiency and effectiveness, and

the factors affecting local governance include internal factors (organizational features and

manpower) and external factors (spatial location, social and cultural features, and economic

features). The results showed that local governments are not in a good position in terms of

local governance indicators with an average score of 2.9. Furthermore, the level of local gov-

Recg;\;ii;r /12022 internal factor.s and external fa?tors account for 76.6% and 96..4%‘ of changes in rural. gover-
nance, respectively. In terms of internal factors, the degree of district governance, the income
Accepted: of district governance, age and experience of village governors with a standard coefficient
28/Jun/2022 of 0.768, 0.379, and 0.232, respectively, and in terms of external factors, village area, village
population, and population density with a standard coefficient of 0.411, 0.361, and 0.223,

L _J respectively are the most important variables affecting rural governance.

ernance is average in 61.1% of villages. At the same time, the results of regression show that
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