The Role of School Flexibility in Adolescents' Social Skills
(Secondary School for Girls in Shiraz)

Kimia Sadat Tabibzadeh
*Corresponding Author, Instructor, Department of Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Shiraz, Iran. E-mail: kimia.tabibzadeh@yahoo.com

Maliheh Taghipour
Assistant Prof., Department of Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran. E-

mail: taghipour@jiaushiraz.ac.ir

AliAkbar Heydari
Assistant Prof., Technical and Engineering University, Yasouj Branch, Yasouj, Iran.

E-mail: aliakbar heidari@yu.ac.ir

Abstract

The present article aims to determine the role of schools’ flexibility on adolescents' social skills
(empathy, cooperation, responsibility, assertiveness). Because the development of social skills of
girls is different from boys, the statistical population of the study is girls. Research background
indicates that flexibility of educational spaces can enhance students 'learning and increase
cooperation, participation and interaction of students with each other, but so far no research has
been done to determine the effect of school flexibility on students' social skills, so The present
research is quite innovative .The research method used in the present research is applied,
qualitative-quantitative of the combined type (descriptive-analytical and case study). Data
collection methods were library and survey studies with the help of documents, articles and books
related to the subject as well as individual observation, Interbitzen and Foster (1992) social skills
Questionnaire and researcher-made questionnaire of flexibility (with Cronbach's alpha 0.887).
Three schools from Shiraz Department of Education were selected by purposive non-probabilistic
sampling to distributed randomly the questionnaires and analyze them by using SPSS software as
well as individual observation, to determine the relationship between flexibility of educational
spaces and students' social skills and determine the most effective indicators and components of
flexibility on students' social skills. Chi-square test statistics have shown that there is a significant
positive relationship between the two variables, flexibility of educational spaces with students
'social skills, and also between each of the indicators of flexibility (diversity, variability and
adaptability) with students' social skills.
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