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Introduction: The green economy is one of the most important manifestations of the
integration of economic, social, and environmental dimensions, and without it, sustainable
development will not be achieved. The purpose of this article is to identify the components
and constructive indicators of the green economy in conjunction with the reduction of urban
poverty in Mashhad.

Data and Method: This research, in terms of method, is apart from quantitative-qualitative
research, in terms of purpose, it is apart from applied research, and in terms of nature, it is
among descriptive and analytical research. In the first step, by using the information of the
statistical blocks of the Statistics Center for the city of Mashhad in 2016, it has been done to
identify urban poverty areas using spatial analysis in the GIS software environment. Then, in
the identified poverty areas, the effect of green economy indicators on reducing urban poverty
was investigated and analyzed using Pearson's correlation tests and regression of the
indicators.

Results: The findings of this analysis show that the components of the green economy
including access to resources, human capital, economic structure, green management, green
investment, green jobs, and green transportation significantly explain the urban poverty of
Mashhad, which amount It is equal to 87.3 percent.

Conclusion: Considering that the components of the green economy significantly explain the
urban poverty of Mashhad, necessary planning should be done in this case.In this research,
solutions based on the green economy have been presented in order to reduce poverty in the
poor areas of Mashhad city.

Cite this article: Hataminejad, Hossien., Mansouri Etminan, Abolfazl., Farhadi, Ebrahim. (2022). Investigating the Role of
Green Economy on Urban Poverty Reduction (Case Study: Mashhad). Urban Social Geography, 9 (2), 257-274.
http//doi.org/10.22103/JUSG.2022.2084

L0

© The Author(s).
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/JUSG.2022.2084

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

1. Corresponding Author: Hataminejad, H., University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

® (+98) 9124127800

DA Hataminejad@ut.ac.ir


https://dx.doi.org/10.22103/JUSG.2021.2057
https://dx.doi.org/10.22103/JUSG.2021.2057

Il Hataminejad, H., Mansouri Etminan, A & Farhadi, E (2022) Urban Social Geograghy, 9(2) DOI: 10.22103/JUSG.2022.2084

English Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban poverty is a multidimensional phenomenon and as one of the manifestations of poverty, it is a set of
poverty transferred from the rural society (by immigrants to the city) and also produced and reproduced in
the urban society, which gives a terrible face to the cities. and has led to the formation of all kinds of social
and environmental damage in urban environments (Khodaei and Timuri, 2017: 34), which has prompted
urban planners and managers to provide order to reduce urban poverty take policies and solutions, among
which, it seems that the application of the green economy approach as an innovative strategy that has
attracted a lot of attention in recent years can be a solution.

The concept of a green economy was first proposed in 1989 by a group of economists (including Pearce and
his colleagues) leading in the field of environment in London and in a report entitled "A plan for a green
economy” (Newton & Cantarello, 2014: 1; UNDP, 2012: 5). The challenges facing the world community,
such as economic and financial crises, population increase, food insecurity, climate change, etc. caused the
United Nations General Assembly to decide in 2009 that in 2012, that is, 20 years After the Conference on
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, the 20th anniversary of the first summit in 1992, the
conference (Rio +20) was held in the same city. and poverty eradication (FAO, 2010: 3) and international
frameworks for sustainable development (UNEP, 2011: 17; UNCTAD, 2011: 1).

The green economy is one of the most important manifestations of the integration of economic, social, and
environmental dimensions, and without it, sustainable development will not be realized (Ramazani
Qavamabadi, 2013: 117). The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) defines the green economy as
a strategy whose results will lead to the improvement of human well-being and social equality, in the case
of a significant (meaningful) reduction of environmental hazards and ecological deficiencies. slow (UNEP,
2012: 9). Green economy is an economy that leads to the improvement of human welfare and social justice
through the significant reduction of environmental risks and ecological deficiencies (UNEP, 2011: 16). In
simpler terms, a green economy is an approach that refers to concepts such as low carbon, resource
efficiency, and social inclusion. The operational concept of a green economy indicates that the growth of
income and employment is done by public and private sector investments in a way that reduces carbon
emissions and pollution, increases the efficiency of resources and energy, and prevents the reduction of
biodiversity and services. become an ecosystem (Bassi, 2014: 88; UNECA, 2012: 1).

The city of Mashhad, the second most populous metropolis of Iran after Tehran, is no exception to this rule.
So that the acceptance of urban and rural immigrants from all parts of the country and even abroad has
grown during the last few decades, especially after the revolution in this metropolis, and the result of this is
the lack of services and the drop in indicators. It has been economic, social, and physical, and as a result,
urban poverty has increased, so finding a solution to reduce urban poverty in Mashhad is an inevitable
necessity. In this way, the current study aims to analyze the role of the green economy in order to reduce
urban poverty in Mashhad. This research about the concept of green economy and urban poverty tries to
answer the following questions:

What are the components and constructive indicators of the green economy in connection with the reduction
of urban poverty?

What effect can the application of the concept of the green economy have on the category of urban poverty
in Mashhad?

What planning solutions can be presented based on a green economy in order to reduce urban poverty in
Mashhad?

Data and Method

The current research aims to analyze the impact and role of the green economy approach in order to reduce
urban poverty in Mashhad. In fact, this research is trying to check to what extent the components and
constructive indicators of a green economy can be effective in reducing poverty in the poor areas of Mashhad
city. In this way, this research, in terms of method, is apart from quantitative-qualitative research, in terms
of purpose, it is apart from applied research, and in terms of nature, it is in the category of descriptive and
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analytical research. Therefore, in this research, the first step, using the information of the statistical blocks
of the Statistics Center for the city of Mashhad in 2016, was done to identify the urban poverty areas using
spatial analysis in the ARC GIS software environment. In fact, the quantitative data of this research were
collected using documentary and library methods in order to identify the poor areas of Mashhad city, and
the results were obtained using spatial analysis. and the integration of information layers has been analyzed
in the ARC GIS software environment. Then, in the next step, in the identified poor areas of Mashhad city,
the effect of constructive indicators of the green economy on the reduction of urban poverty has been
investigated. For this purpose, the social survey method and the questionnaire tool have been used. The
statistical population of the qualitative data of this research is all specialists and researchers in the field of
urban development and urban planning of Mashhad city, 40 of them were questioned using the snowball
method, and the information obtained from their questionnaire They have been analyzed using inferential
statistical tests such as Pearson's correlation test and multivariate regression analysis.

Results

The results of this analysis show that the components of the green economy including access to resources,
human capital, economic structure, green management, green investment, green jobs, and green
transportation significantly reduce the urban poverty of Mashhad. It explains the combined index including
social, economic, and physical poverty, which is equal to 87.3%. In other words, the components of the
green economy explain 87.3 percent of the changes in urban poverty in Mashhad, which is a significant
amount. Also, according to the significance level and the standardized regression coefficient for each of the
components of the green economy, the component of green jobs can have a greater effect in reducing urban
poverty in Mashhad compared to other components of the green economy.

Based on the results of the tests, it can be said that the average measurement components of the green
economy including access to resources, human capital, economic structure, green management, green
investment, green jobs, and green transportation are 4.62 and 3.62, respectively. 3.0, 2.95, 3.82, 4.05, 4.45,
and 2.65, and considering that the significance level of these components is less than 0.05, as a result,
between the average of this component and the average of this research (mean criterion = 3) there is a
significant difference. In this way, it can be concluded that access to resources, human capital, economic
structure, green management, green investment, green jobs, and green transportation is effective in reducing
social, economic, physical poverty and overall urban poverty in Mashhad. have been; Therefore, in general,
it can be acknowledged that the green economy (its significance level is less than 0.05 and its average is
above the reference average) can be effective in reducing the urban poverty of Mashhad.

Conclusion

In recent years, due to the emergence of the concept of the green economy, many international institutions,
and organizations, as well as research centers, have started to publish global indicators of the green
economy, which in this research is based on its purpose and based on the investigation. Various types of
research, in total, the components of access to resources, human capital, economic structure, green
management, green investment, green jobs, and green transportation as the components of the green
economy linked to poverty. urban (including economic, social, and physical poverty) were selected. The
results of the conducted tests (one-sample t-test, Pearson's correlation coefficient, and multivariate
regression analysis) in this research indicated that if the green economy and its components are applied, we
can expect a reduction in urban poverty. in the poor areas of the cities, including the city of Mashhad.
Because there is a significant, direct, and strong relationship between the components of the green economy,
including access to resources, human capital, economic structure, green management, green investment,
green jobs and green transportation, and the reduction of urban poverty in Mashhad. It exists and also the
constituent components of the green economy significantly explain the urban poverty of Mashhad.
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