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Introduction: The need to investigate urban issues in a systematic way, connected
to socio-economic fields, is one of the main tasks of urban planning. One of the
fields that needs this type of analysis is the field of inefficiency and urban decay,
which has been studied and investigated mainly in the form of inefficient and
isolated urban textures. In this regard, the lack of recognition of the process of
urban decay has made urban plans ineffective in many cases. Therefore, the aim of
this paper is to identify the factors and results of urban decay in Iran, and to identify
the trends of urban decay.

Data and Method: A quantitative method has been used for this research. The
statistical sample equals 10 experts in the field of urban studies. Two models
MicMac and ScenarioWizard have been used. The first model is used to identify
the influential factors and the second model is used to predict the future trends of
the explanatory indicators of urban decay in Iran.

Results: 45 indicators related to urban decay were compared. The causal cases
were identified. Finally, it was found that widespread financial corruption,
distribution of rents from oil (subsidized) revenues, non-integrated urban
management, distribution of rents for jobs and government positions, influence of
state-government institutions in the creation and joining of new areas to cities are
the most causal factors of urban decay. Based on future trend analysis 8 scenarios
imply on urban decay with higher rate and 14 scenarios urban decay will continue
with current rate.

Conclusion: Paying attention to the results obtained in this research will be
efficient for decision makers of macro planning and urban planning at the national
and regional levels.
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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to international definitions and experiences urban decay, is strongly related to inefficiency of
political and economic foundations, in urban areas. This means, in the political field, the type of
centralized government and the distribution of posts, government jobs, based on the ruling ideology, in the
economic field, the concept of self-sufficiency in the production of agricultural products. Without
considering the environmental and ecological capacities in the country's economic development plans,
neglecting the industry sector, the high growth of the service sector and specifically the unproductive
sector of services, the growth of the brokerage and financial and urban commercial sectors, has attracted
the population towards the central urban areas. This process which can be called urban decay, lead to
social, economic and environmental structures, especially in urban areas.

Data and Method

The current research method is descriptive-analytical, with quantitative analysis and practical purpose.
The statistical population of the present study included experts and researchers in the field of urban studies
(urban planners, urban sociologists and urban economists). Using targeted non-random method, 10
experts. MicMac and ScenariWizard were used. The average opinions of experts were entered into the
used software. In analysis part three steps:1) Findings of intra-group analysis of factors of urban decay in
Iran 2) Analysis of findings related to intergroup factors of urban decay 3) Investigating future trends were
persuaded.

Results

1) Findings of intra-group analysis of factors of urban decay in Iran: In each field (social, environmental,
economic and legal-management), six indicators (3 of the most influential and 3 of the most influential)
were extracted and entered into a matrix (the final 24x24 matrix of factors related to urban decay in Iran)
(two rows have been removed in the next step due to duplication). 2)Analysis of findings related to
intergroup factors of urban decay: After forming the 22x22 matrix, most causal factors were identified:
Widespread financial corruption is the most influential indicator of urban decay in Iran, both directly and
indirectly. Next, the rent distribution of oil revenues, which is directly related to the first factor, is the
second determining factor. Non-integrated management, rental distribution of jobs and the influence of
governmental institutions are other causal factors that determine urban decay. 3) Investigating future
trends: Based on the obtained results, in 8 areas, the unfavorable trend of descriptors will continue with
increase and expansion (as negative factors). In relation to 14 other descriptors, the predicted trend is
explained by the continuation of the present status (which is not an improving trend). The most critical
cases identified, for the two main descriptors (deprivation of the surrounding center which can be
explained both at the urban and local regional levels, and the spread of urban protests and demonstrations
and urban chaos) are the strongest scenarios.

Conclusion

According to the concepts and analyzes carried out in this research, first of all, it is clear that the category
of urban decay in Iran is a serious and undeniable reality. In this sense, the mentioned phenomenon has
not only faced a serious threat to the urban environment, but also to the territorial environment of Iran.
The continuation of the mentioned process will leave irreparable damages in Iran's civilization field.
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