Nournal of ziural lZiesearch

Research Paper
Analyzing Why Ago-processing Industries are not Developed in Kamyaran County: Applica-
tion of the Grounded Theory Method

*Yaser Mohammadi', Mehran Azizi?

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Education and Extension, Faculty of Agriculture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.
2. PhD Student, Department of Agricultural Education and Extension, Faculty of Agriculture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.

Use your device to scan

e enine [F1ETIT5F Mohammadi, Y., & Azizi, M. (2023). [Analyzing Why Ago-processing Industries are not Developed in Kamyaran
County: Application of the Grounded Theory Method (Persian)]. Journal of Rural Research, 13(4), 716-733, http://dx.doi.org/
10.22059/jrur.2022.341924.1734

: http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.341924.1734

Received: 20 April 2022 ABSTRACT

Accepted: 17 Sep. 2022

Agriculture is key for the independence and development of any country. One of the strategies for agricul-
tural development is to create agro-processing industries in order to prevent crop waste and create added
value. However, some obstacles have caused these industries to not get the expected level of development,
so studies are needed to identify and manage these barriers. This study aimed to analyze the reasons for the
non-developmentof agro-processing industries by inductive reasoning in Kamyaran County. The research
paradigm was qualitative and the grounded theory method was used to collect and analyze data. Data
collection was done through field observations and in-depth interviews by 14 experts of the Agricultural
Jihad Organization, farmers and investors of Kamyaran County. Purposeful sampling and theoretical satura-
tion rule were used for sampling and sample size determination respectively. After three coding steps, the

Key words: collected data were coded and analyzed in the form of 25 concepts and 10 major categories. The results
Agro-Processing showed that the reasons for the non-development of agro-processing industries in Kamyaran county can
Industries, Induc- be found in the following cases: Inadequate cultivation patterns and high diversity in horticultural products,
tive Reasoning, weak support from government and stakeholder organizations, managerial and motivational problems,
Grounded Theory, : bureaucracy and paperwork in the licensing process, economic problems related to the construction and
Maxqudal0, Ka- maintenance of conversion industries, technological, structural and planning problems, poor marketing
myaran County ' management, risk aversion and unwillingness to invest, weak social participation and lack of raw materials.
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Extended Abstract al., 2013) and improving poor people's access to food and
) their purchasing power (Olamide et al., 2022). Developing
1. Introduction these industries can be a good way to prevent waste, in-

crease value-added, increase income and reduce migra-
tion (Karamshahy, 2011) as well as a unique opportunity
for job creation (Moradi et al., 2016). In addition, the estab-

gro-processing industries play an im-
portant role in food security (Keding et
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lishment of agro-processing industries has increased eco-

nomic sustainability in rural areas (Farahani et al., 2017),
has reduced the rate of permanent and seasonal unem-
ployment in rural areas and is a solution for entrepreneur-

ship in agriculture (Eghbali et al., 2019). As a result, the cre-
ation and development of agro-processing industries in
recent decades have been pursued as an executive policy.
Despite the centrality of agricultural industries' growth in
the country's development programs, these industries face
various problems and bottlenecks, including manage-
ment and planning problems, poor marketing, and weak-

ness in innovation, research and development (Radfar &
Teymori, 2011). lack of support from organizations and of-

ficials (Asghari Lafmajani et al., 2013) and the bureaucratic
obstacles, high-interest rates, lack of financial resources,

poor technology and low productivity of farmers (inter-

national Trade Administration, 2019). Although the agricul-
tural products of Kurdistan province are among the best
agricultural products in the country in terms of quality and
quantity, unfortunately there are no suitable processing
and packaging industries in the province; and a significant
part of the products in different stages of production are
wasted (Agricultural Jihad Organization of Kurdistan, 2019).
Therefore, the main purpose of this qualitative research
is an inductive analysis of why agro-processing industries
are not developed in Kamyaran County, and also to ex-
plain how these challenges affect each other.

2. Methodology

The study follows the qualitative paradigm and empiri-
cal research method in terms of purpose. Also, in terms of
data collection and analysis, the grounded theory method
was used which is one of the most important and popular
methods among qualitative research methods. Data were
collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews

(Papzan & Shiri, 2013). The interviews were based on a
structured protocol, consisting of four sections: 1- Brief
introduction and purpose statement of the research 2- Re-
search questions 3- Presentation of research clues 4- The
final text of the interview. The triangulation approach was
used to evaluate the validity of the interview results. The
interviews generally lasted an average of 40-60 minutes
per participant. After 14 interviews, we achieved theoreti-
cal saturation, and after these results, there was no need
to continue the interviews and gather additional informa-
tion. To analyze the data, the grounded theory method
was used to analyze the data from data coding and in
three stages of coding: 1- open coding 2- axial coding
and selective coding. At this stage, the data collection and
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analysis process was performed simultaneously. Data was
analyzed in the Maxqudal0 software environment.

3. Results

The results showed that the most important reasons for
the lack of development of agro-processing industries in-
clude "unsuitable cultivation pattern and high diversity in

horticultural products", "bureaucracy and paperwork in

the licensing process", "risk aversion and unwillingness
to invest”, "economic problems" related to the construc-
tion and maintenance of conversion industries”, "'manage-
ment and motivational problems", "weak marketing man-

agement and market factors", “structural and planning
problems”, "aging and inadequacy of raw materials ","
weak support from government and stakeholder organi-
zations" and "weak social participation". In total, among
the 10 extracted classes, the highest frequency of codes
was assigned to the category of "unsuitable cultivation
pattern and high diversity in horticultural products" with
17 frequencies and the lowest to the category of "annual-

ity and inadequacy of raw materials" with 2 frequencies.
4. Discussion

The results of the study showed that according to the
study samples, horticultural products in the region are
very diverse and since the surface of the orchards is com-
posed of small parts, there are at least several horticultural
products in each orchard. The diversity of their products
is often problematic for farmers due to the different arrival
times, and this variety of horticultural products has caused
the products needed by the horticultural conversion in-
dustry to be insufficient, and most horticultural products
are fresh in the region. They are eaten and transferred to
the centers of Kermanshah and Kurdistan provinces to the
fruit and vegetable market for sale. One of the reasons
for this diversity of horticultural products in the region is
the lack of proper cultivation patterns by farmers in the

region. Hassan Bagi et al. (2019) have also pointed to this
issue. The second challenge of not creating and develop-
ing agro-processing industries in Kamyaran is the lack of
support from government and stakeholder organizations.
These industries in Iran have faced infrastructural and
fundamental problems and challenges since their birth,
and to this day, they have followed a path as if there is
no special trustee for this important and money-making
industry in the country. Because according to the state-
ments of the interviewees and the experience of the re-
searcher, there is no special support for this industry in
Kamyaran city. These findings are in line with the results

of Rahmanian Koushkaki et al. (2017) and Nkwabi et al. (2019)
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who considered the lack of government support as a lim-
iting factor in the development of conversion industries.

5. Conclusion

In general, it can be concluded that the most important
reasons for the lack of development of agricultural indus-
tries in Kamyaran city should be considered in 10 key
obstacles, which were the inappropriate cultivation pat-
tern and lack of government support. However, manage-
rial and motivational problems and economic problems
also had a great impact on the lack of growth of these
industries. It is suggested that these obstacles be consid-
ered by the authorities in order of importance and they try
to remove these obstacles and hamper the development of
agro-processing industries.
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