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ABSTRACT

Countries are the most important players in world politics. In
recent decades, the tendency of countries to establish regional
structures has been developing. Peripheral geopolitical regions
play a special role in the foreign policy of countries. Countries
adopt different orientations in their foreign policy in proportion to
regional opportunities and threats and internal strengths and
weaknesses. One of the important geopolitical regions around
Iran is the South Asian region. It meets the three geopolitical
regions of East and Southeast Asia, Central Asia and West Asia.
What is happening in South Asia is affecting Iran's national
interests and security. Therefore, having a proper strategy in
foreign policy provides the necessary ability to maintain and
strengthen Iran's national interests in the South Asian region.The
purpose of this research is to make Iran's foreign policy strategy
in the South Asian region. This research is applied in terms of
purpose and is a descriptive-analytical type of research method,
and it is done using SWOT and SDM strategic planning models.
The findings of the research, while identifying the influential
variables including 5 strengths, 5 weaknesses, 16 threats and 12
opportunities, finally suggest a defensive strategy as the foreign
policy strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In the meantime,
based on the three factors of feasibility, acceptability and
appropriateness  (compatibility)  of  the  sub-strategy,
"strengthening cultural relations in a transparent manner and
avoiding sensitive cultural activities" has been given the first
priority.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The foreign policy of any country in a
general definition is a set of strategies that
are designed and implemented according to
the national interests of the decision makers
of a country in relation to other countries
and regions. The foreign policy of each
political unit is always influenced by the
stages of formulating, implementing,
evaluating and reviewing the external
environment. One of the external
environments is the regional environment;
Geographical space in which a country
interacts with a set of actors and pursues its
goals and interests. Adopting favorable
policies in relation to other political actors
in different parts of the world requires
accurate knowledge of the internal and
external influential variables in this field.
One of the existing approaches in the field
of foreign policy is related to the
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the territory or political-space unit of
Iran, which plays a role in the regional and
global arena. The foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran is based on
national interests, components, national and
religious values. One of the peripheral
regions of Iran is the region of South Asia.
Geographically, Iran is adjacent to East
Asia to the south and has a neighborly
relationship. The region is included in the
popular political geography literature of 7
countries: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Maldives and Bhutan. The
history of long-standing relations between
Iran and the South Asian region reflects the
fact that in the formation of relations
between Iran and the countries of this
region, there are influential internal and
external variables.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose
and research method, descriptive-analytical
and using strategic planning models
(SWOT and SDM). Therefore, the method
of collecting research information and
findings is library and field. In this study, to
identify the variables and their impact on
the factors affecting the foreign policy
strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in

South Asia, according to professors from
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Iran (professors and administrators) in the
field of political geography, science
Political, regional studies, international
relations (55 people), managers of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (5 people) and 15
professors have been used to prioritize
strategies. In the research process to
identify variables and measure their impact;
The questionnaire was sent electronically in
the form of four axes of strengths (5
variables), weaknesses (5 variables), threats
(16 variables), opportunities (12 variables)
in the form of a closed question in two
parts. The questions of this questionnaire
had the necessary validity and reliability.
After confirming the effectiveness of all
variables identified by experts; The
researcher used SWOT and SDM methods
to answer the research question.

Results and discussion
Based on the results obtained by internal
and external experts in relation to the
subject, a total of internal factors including
ostrengths,  Aweaknesses and external
factors including  77threats and  YY
opportunities were identified. Mentioned in
the model, it is concluded that the
weaknesses of the Islamic Republic of Iran
outweigh its strengths and also according to
the results of the matrix of external factors,
it is concluded that the threats to the Islamic
Republic of Iran outweigh its opportunities.
In general, the sum of the final scores of the
internal and external factors evaluation
matrix shows the concept that the field
results of this research are in the field of
defensive strategy and this strategy
indicates that according to the experts of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the internal
dimension with weakness and in The
foreign dimension faces numerous threats
in the South Asian region.

Conclusion

The results of this research are in the field
of defensive strategy; According to experts,
this strategy indicates that the Islamic
Republic of Iran is weak internally and
faces numerous threats in the South Asian
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region; In this case, the best strategy will be
a defensive strategy. This strategy, while
securing Iran's national interests, does not
create tension in the relations between Iran
and the countries of the South Asian region,
and the challenges of South Asia provide
the least damage to the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the most
benefits for it. In the meantime, the policy
of desensitization and association of
cultural opportunity factors for the foreign
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
based on the sdm model, was given the first
priority.
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