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Abstract

Mahboubeh al-Qulub, written by Mirza Barkhordar bin Mahmud
Turkman Farahi, is one of the popular fictional works of the Safavid era
which, like Kelileh and Demneh, includes moral, social, counseling,
instructive, romantic, and narrative-like stories. In this article, the story
book has been studied and analyzed in terms of its subject and prose
functionaccording to the poems that have been inserted in the text. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and based on library resources.
All of the poems used in the text of the story are extracted and analyzed
according to their content and the quality of their connection to the prose
text. The result of the research show that these poems can be conceptually
classified into six categories with different frequencies based on the type of
the subject including ethics, description, advice, wisdom, love, prayer and
praise, respectively. This statistic indicates that folk tales have educational
purposes and are not merely entertaining. In terms of the quality of the
relationship between the poems and the prose text of the story, four roles
or functions have been identified including confirmation, emphasis,
completion and description. The verses that have the role of completing the
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story, description, emphasis and confirmation are used at the rates of
52.23%, 20.16%, 17.16% and 10.46%, respectively. The proverbial verses
also make up 24.63% of the total verses.

Keywords: Mahboob al-Qulub, Mirza Barkhordar Farahi, Intertextual
poems, Folk story, Safavid literature.
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