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Abstract

In epic narratives, there exist signs of mythological patterns. Some
characters, narratives, places, and other elements may be rooted in
mythology. One of the characters who have been talked about widely in
mythological or non-mythological narratives is Rustam. The narratives
with Rustam as presented in Iranian epics also include some other issues
like the birth of Rustam, bringing the king from an alien land and the way
he died. In these narratives, there are some materials that are older or more
authentic than Rostam's story. In this article, several of these narratives
have been investigated. It is also shown that other stories have followed
older mythological materials than Rostam's story. Those materials are
either missing or very poorly mentioned in the narrative of Rustam. They
may also have changed into newer and more logical forms. Therefore, other
narratives are more original or at least older than Rostam's narrative.
Rustam is most likely a newer narrative. Highlighted as the first major
national epic character, Rostam seems to be based on other narratives.
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